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Genre Fiction regarding disability and countering stereotypes

Age range 13 and up

Brief summary

Ron Koertge honestly and, at times, brutally confronts the stereotypes associated
with Ben (who suffers from Cerebral Palsy) and Colleen (a drug addict). Both
characters avoid reality and intimacy through their own mechanisms — Ben
through old movies, Colleen through drug use. While they have a temporary
symbiotic relationship as they help each other through their quirks and downfalls,
ultimately Ben thrives through his encounters with Colleen while Colleen
surrenders her brief sobriety to return to drugs. Stoner & Spaz is a touching story
that makes a hero out of an unlikely character yet Koertge maintains his honesty
by resisting a contrived happy ending.

Brief evaluation
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Awards

PEN Center USA Literary Award for Children’s Literature

ALA Best Book for Young Adults

ALA Quick Pick

Booklist Editors’ Choice

Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books Blue Ribbon Winner
Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year
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Criteria for Does not meet Acceptable Satisfactory Right on target!
Evaluation curriculum but not a first
standards choice
Plot The plot is not The plot holds the The plot is The plot is engaging
interesting. reader’s attention intriguing and and provides a story
and engages the enjoyable. line that invites the
reader. reader to turn to the
next page!

Issue/Theme The issue/theme | The issue/theme is | The book carefully | The book appropriately
is not pertinent to | engaging but is not | and effectively covers relevant matters
and/or handled in an addresses a critical | and enables the reader
inappropriate for | impressive manner | issue/theme for the | to critically think about
the intended age | and/or does not intended age his/her position on the
group. thoroughly address | group. issue/theme.

the issue/theme.

Characters The characters The reader gets a The characters are | The character

are undeveloped. | sense of the well-developed. development is strong.
characters and is The reader is able | The reader is able to
somewhat able to to understand their | empathize with their
get inside their motivation and situations, understand
thoughts and behavior. their actions and
motivation but reactions, and critically
character think about how s/he
development could would behave in the
be stronger. characters’ situation.

Dialogue The dialogue is The dialogue The use of The dialogue is strong
not effective and | strengthens the dialogue is and the author makes
does not flow. story and character | appropriate and careful word choices,

development but is, | effectively provides | effectively telling the
at times, misplaced | character story while letting the
and overused. attributes, story tell itself.

motivation, and

assists with story

development.

Writing Style The writing style | The writing style The writing style is | The book is well-written,
Is poor, the story | and fluency is enjoyable and the | clearly relays critical
line unclear. Itis | acceptable. The story flows in a information, and
difficult to follow | reader may be natural, coherent exemplifies exceptional
the progression confused on progression. mechanics of writing.
of events. occasion as to

sequence of events.

Reaction & The book does The book causes The book The book elicits some

Response not provide the reader to think effectively evokes | sort of a strong
insight or about the story, a personal reaction | emotional reaction while
provoke characters, and to the text. provoking further
independent theme but may send contemplation of the
thought, conflicting theme and guiding the
opinions, or messages that are reader to independent
ideas. too confusing for the thought.

intended age group.






