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Brief summary

One of the most distinguishing characteristics of Walt Disney’s classic rendition of
the Cinderella tale is the clear visual contrast presented between good and evil.
Not only do the characters represent one extreme or another in and of themselves,
they each have an antithesis to strengthen the message. Cinderella’s stepmother
is paralleled with the Prince’s father, the mischievous and nasty Lucifer is
contrasted with the helpful, friendly mice, and the wicked stepsisters are the
extreme version of kind and generous Cinderella.

Brief evaluation

13/18

While | am a huge fan of fairy tales and | enjoy the various manipulations of classic
folklore, | am also extremely critical of the genre. In contrast to the Grimm tale
where the evil stepmother cuts the feet of her daughters to get the glass slipper to
fit and the birds subsequently poke out the eyes of the stepsisters, the Disney
version is admittedly more child-friendly. The movie is well-done and entertaining.
While | am sure the singing and the animations will keep the interest of young
children, some of the messages relayed in this version trouble me. One such
example: Cinderella and the prince allegedly fall in love yet they never once speak
a word to one another until the clock strikes midnight and Cinderella must flee.
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Plot The plot is not The plot holds the The plot is The plot is engaging
interesting. reader’s attention intriguing and and provides a story
and engages the enjoyable. line that invites the
reader. viewer to keep
watching!
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not effective and | strengthens the dialogue is and the author makes
does not flow. story and character | appropriate and careful word choices,

development but is, | effectively provides | effectively telling the
at times, misplaced | character story while letting the
and overused. attributes, story tell itself.
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