
 
 
 

 
 
APA citation Paterson, K. (1977). Bridge to terabithia. New York, NY: Thomas Y. Crowell Company. 
Number of pages 128 
Illustrator’s name Diamond, D. 
Genre Fiction 
Age range Grades 4 – 7  
Brief summary The Bridge to Terabithia is a book with a heavy message about friendship and loss. 

Paterson carefully addresses the issue of death – tragically, the death of a child and a 
dear friend - and thoroughly and realistically handles the grieving process.  Jess and 
Leslie become the best of friends, using their imaginations and their desire for a safe 
place from the often confusing, trying forces that are acting upon them as they grow.  
Paterson has a craft for developing the characters and depicting the power of their 
friendship, powerfully contrasted with Jess’s lack of the intimacy as portrayed by his 
relationships with the members of his family.  This makes Leslie’s death even more 
difficult to digest for the reader as Jess has been given a taste of true friendship that has 
been taken from him.   

Brief evaluation 18/18 
 
Paterson beautifully and strategically crafts the plot and develops the characters to 
masterfully address the sensitive topic of friendship and loss. 

Awards Janusz Korczak Medal (Poland)  
Silver Pencil Award (Netherlands)  
Newbery Medal  
ALA Notable Children's Books  
School Library Journal Best Book of 1977 
Lewis Carroll Shelf Award 
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Criteria for 
Evaluation 

0 
 

Does not meet 
curriculum 
standards 

1 
 

Acceptable  
but not a first choice 

 

2 
 

Satisfactory 
 
 

3 
 

Right on target! 
 

Plot The plot is not 
interesting. 

The plot holds the 
reader’s attention and 
engages the reader. 

The plot is intriguing 
and enjoyable.  

The plot is engaging and 
provides a story line that 
invites the reader to turn 
to the next page! 

Issue/Theme The issue/theme is 
not pertinent to 
and/or 
inappropriate for 
the intended age 
group. 

The issue/theme is 
engaging but is not 
handled in an 
impressive manner 
and/or does not 
thoroughly address the 
issue/theme. 

The book carefully 
and effectively 
addresses a critical 
issue/theme for the 
intended age group.  

The book appropriately 
covers relevant matters 
and enables the reader 
to critically think about 
his/her position on the 
issue/theme.  

Characters The characters are 
undeveloped. 

The reader gets a 
sense of the 
characters and is 
somewhat able to get 
inside their thoughts 
and motivation but 
character development 
could be stronger. 

The characters are 
well-developed.  The 
reader is able to 
understand their 
motivation and 
behavior. 

The character 
development is strong.  
The reader is able to 
empathize with their 
situations, understand 
their actions and 
reactions, and critically 
think about how s/he 
would behave in the 
characters’ situation. 

Dialogue The dialogue is not 
effective and does 
not flow. 

The dialogue 
strengthens the story 
and character 
development but is, at 
times, misplaced and 
overused. 

The use of dialogue 
is appropriate and 
effectively provides 
character attributes, 
motivation, and 
assists with story 
development. 

The dialogue is strong 
and the author makes 
careful word choices, 
effectively telling the 
story while letting the 
story tell itself. 

Writing Style The writing style is 
poor, the story line 
unclear.  It is 
difficult to follow 
the progression of 
events. 

The writing style and 
fluency is acceptable.  
The reader may be 
confused on occasion 
as to sequence of 
events. 

The writing style is 
enjoyable and the 
story flows in a 
natural, coherent 
progression. 

The book is well-written, 
clearly relays critical 
information, and 
exemplifies exceptional 
mechanics of writing. 

Reaction & 
Response  

The book does not 
provide insight or 
provoke 
independent 
thought, opinions, 
or ideas. 

The book causes the 
reader to think about 
the story, characters, 
and theme but may 
send conflicting 
messages that are too 
confusing for the 
intended age group. 

The book effectively 
evokes a personal 
reaction to the text. 

The book elicits some 
sort of a strong 
emotional reaction while 
provoking further 
contemplation of the 
theme and guiding the 
reader to independent 
thought. 
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