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I can remember as a child when school was fun.  Whenever my teachers “allowed” the class to move around, touch supplies or even write on mini personal chalkboards, I was intrigued.  Curriculums and technologies have drastically changed, however the essence of “good” lessons do not necessarily have to.  In fact, lessons today can be enhanced dramatically as a result of IT awareness. I want to evoke the same feelings I had as a child in my eighth grade students.  Contrary to what other “seasoned” teachers in my building feel, I truly believe this can be achieved through the implementation of PBL lessons.  

In chapter 3 Moursund acknowledges, “To the greatest extent possible, you want your students to have ownership of the projects they under take” (22).  Prior to attending graduate school my lessons did not meet that goal.  Although I have only been teaching for four years, I constantly evaluate my past lessons and realize how (in terms of PBL lessons requirements) ineffective many have been.  My lessons and projects have always been relevant and educational, however prior to gaining insightful IT and PBL information, my lessons lacked in the sense that I “owned” them rather than my students.  I have recently adopted innovative strategies that have revamped my student’s learning environment.  I find it mind boggling that there are teachers that still use the same, nonproductive lessons, taught in the same ineffective fashion from as far back as 25 years ago!

PBL lessons are like setting a firework off in a classroom (both noticeable and exciting).  When I first introduced the web quest I created for Edgar Allan Poe to my students they were fascinated.  These were some of the comments I overheard: “You made this? How? How long did it take? Will there be others?  Will this count as a grade?”  It was as if they could not fathom how an engaging lesson was learning and not a “game”.  

Chapter 4 references an article advocating PBL lessons.  Moursund concludes, “In essence, it says that if students are motivated and cognitively engaged, they will learn more and remember it better, as compared to learning through didactic instruction or carrying out projects they do not find motivating” (36).  I can validate this statement.  I currently have a student that is classified as BD (behavioral disturbed).  The only academic subject area she succeeds in is my Language Arts class.  When it was bought to the Child Study Team’s attention, it was evident that my class and lessons engaged and motivated her, therefore “forcing” her to stay well behaved.  My lessons presented her with a variety, not just the same old mundane assignments that tend to “bore” her and provoke negative behaviors.  By reading chapter 4 I was able to learn why students are captivated by PBL lessons.  This chapter also provided references to Gardner’s multiple intelligences, which helped me prepare the audience section of my unit plan. 

I strive to continue creating student-centered lessons to incorporate in my final project.  Witnessing how effective my first WebQuest worked, I am motivated to create more.  The career of teaching is one of trial and error; as I continue to teach I’ll learn, modify and appropriately adjust personal strategies as a result of my previous errors.      

