EDST6306 -- Instructional Design and Technology

Audience Description -- Pertinent Comments

Learning Styles:

Drawing on past knowledge of the working styles of these students I was able to adapt lessons to their various skills.  For my student who has difficulty reading this is a group project, with individual pieces.  The student will be able to play an assisting role in the project.  The student with Aspergers Syndrome is very good at working in groups and is slightly OCD, so he is very good at keeping his group on task.

These students are drawn in by WebQuests and computer based projects.  It allows them to work independently, without the teacher directing them (in their minds).  They thrive at being able to direct their learning and creating a final outcome.  The fact that there is a “winner” in this unit will also fuel their competitive nature.
On a smaller scale, my class is 100% of Hispanic decent.  Most of my students are from migrant parents and many of them were born in other countries and have only recently been in the U.S.  Due to this, I need to be extra sensitive when creating my unit project because many elements of my project may have to be formally explained when cultures and life experiences are different.  My unit which will be on the Five Senses will have to have items my students can understand and relate to or at least have a formal explanation of.  For example, when explaining winter, I may have to foremost explain what mittens and scarves are because many of these students who come from South America might not have any knowledge of what they are.  Understanding of their cultural background must be attained before I can even begin my unit project.  
Language is another element I have to consider.  A lot of my students have poor phonemic awareness of words and sounds, which as first graders; we assume they should already know.  My use of language has to be sensitive in order to counterbalance what they are already in the process of learning. I may choose to use words which have phonemic qualities they have already been exposed to or incorporate a lesson which teaches the sounds and words they will hear and need to read, such as the digraph CH for the word chill in a winter activity.

In a heterogeneous classroom, it is important to communicate as much as possible with the students.  Communication can be visual, auditory, or modeled.  For my audience, the unit will be presented in a way that all learning styles will be incorporated.  For example, students will participate in the reading of The Crucible by enacting specific scenes in the classroom (kinesthetic), learning about the characters in a PowerPoint presentation (audio, visual), researching McCarthyism through a specially designed WebQuest (kinesthetic, audio, visual), and viewing the film version of the novel (visual, audio).  The students will also design wanted posters for Abigail Williams, one of the main characters in the play who disappeared at the end (kinesthetic, visual).

My students are in the formal operational stage of development.  They can think abstractly and have the ability to solve problems that may develop over time.  This a great age for math because you can really challenge the students’ problem solving ability with different problems and formulas.  The students are in the middle of or starting puberty and this is something I have to look out for as their teacher. As they become more mature I can allow them to work on their own or with other students to answer questions and understand different mathematic principles.
In addition to the disparity in knowledge base of my students, two students in this particular class have been diagnosed with ADHD.  They are both bright, highly capable students, but both have impulse control issues.  When we have class discussions, these two students are most likely to call out instead of waiting to be called upon, and when they are not called on, they seek out other sources of “entertainment” in the class, particularly friends.  They have been placed in locations of the room to limit their ability to be distracted (or to distract others), but their learning issues are a challenge for the students and for me. 

1 student has a significant visual impairment:  This student will be given books with larger font and he will sit in the front of the class for discussions.  He is able to use a laptop computer at his desk for any PowerPoint presentations, movie clips, or other overhead projections that may be part of the lessons in this unit; the computer contains assistive technology devices for accommodating his visual difficulties.  When possible, I will incorporate music or otherwise auditory supplemental materials to accommodate his needs.  

1 student is dyslexic:  This student made tremendous strides as a young girl when her parents first recognized she was dyslexic however she is still reluctant to speak in front of the class both for presentations and for general class participation.  The classroom aide and I offer her extra assistance when she is preparing for class presentations and we encourage her to jot down notes to gather her thoughts for everyday comments class.  We communicate with her often regarding reading comprehension, both written and verbal expression, and the timeliness of her reading assignments and/or if she requires more time.

