Developing a Research Problem

Click below to read about writing the Review of Literature:
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1. Write a clear statement of a problem for research.
Example: If you want to study classroom management the problem might be stated:  This study proposes to study the effect of using a rewards system for good behavior in a third grade inclusive classroom in New Jersey.

Complete this statement:  

This study proposes to ___________________________________________for the purpose of 

_________________________________________________________________.
2. Review your written statement and ask yourself the following questions:

· Is the problem grammatically correct and stated in one complete, grammatical sentence?
· Is the study limited and focused?  (limit by age, grade, subject, location, special characteristic, etc…)
· Does the answer to this problem have the potential for providing important and useful answers and information?
· Will the result be more than:

· a simple exercise in gathering information

· answering a yes/no question

· a simple comparison?
· Can you actually complete this research? Consider your work situation, and the time, money, and effort it will take to complete?

3. Review the problem statement again.  Does the problem really state what you want to investigate?

4. Considering all these questions rewrite your problem below:

5. Share your work with 2 classmates. Ask them to consider the questions above and then to give constructive comments. Rewrite your problem statement based on these suggestions:
