A Poet-Critic between Two Worlds:

On F. T. Marinetti’s Fin-de-siècle Cultural Criticism
In this paper I will examine Marinetti’s pre-futurist activity as a cultural journalist for both French and Italian literary magazines (among them, L’Anthologie-Revue de France et d’Italie, La Vogue, La Plume, Verde e azzurro, Iride) – an activity that culminated with the foundation of the journal Poesia in 1905. In particular, I am interested in considering how at the beginning of his public career Marinetti used journalism to carve for himself the role of cultural mediator between the two “Latin” nations, France and Italy. At the core of his essays and reviews written between 1898 and the first decade of the new century lies the defence of the values of Symbolism. In spite of the state of crisis in which the poetic movement found itself in its country of origin at the turn of the century, the Italian poet continued to identify Symbolism with literary modernity tout court, at times in direct opposition to the editorial line of some of the journals for which he wrote, such as the Anthologie-Revue, which championed the poetics of the so-called “Latin Renaissance.” As a result, Marinetti’s criticism moves in two directions that only partially overlap: when writing to Italian audiences, he explains and defends the poetics of Symbolism; when writing to French audiences, he bemoans the cultural backwardness of Italian literature and seeks among its practitioners those figures that seem to bring into it the poetics of the French movement. 
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