ENGL 1202-ZAH &ZAI

Dr. Oguine

Spring 2004

Poetry Paper Topic

Choose THREE poems, ONE from ANY of the following sections: Three Poets in Context (822-930), Classics (931-1044), Contemporaries (1045-1107), and Poetry of the World (1108-1137), and explain how the action or situation in each of the three poems relates to, or does not relate to your experience.  Compare and contrast the cultural, social, and ethical values in the poems, and comment on their significance.  Explain the literary qualities the three poems have in common, and how they differ.  Which poem do you consider the best and why?  Expand your scope of interpretation and references to include some relevant presentation topics, and provide in-text citations and a Works Cited page in MLA format.  DO NOT CHOOSE ANY POEM THAT IS USED IN ANY OF THE SAMPLE ESSAYS.  Check your syllabus for specific details on essay format.

DAILY SCHEDULE

Wednesday: Feb. 18: Power point discussion of Elements of Poetry (686-755).

Homework: Selective reading from Elements of Poetry, and Reading Poems (670-681).

Monday: Feb. 23: Apply the strategies of experiencing, interpreting and evaluating poetry to the study of Three Poets in Context.  Group work – groups should give reports on the poets and poems of their choice.

Homework: Choose TWO poems on either the subject of “love,” or “death,” and explain, in two well-written paragraphs, how each action or situation relates to, or does not relate to your own experience.  Submit it in Digital Drop Box before 6:00PM, Tuesday, Feb. 24.

Wednesday: Feb. 25: Discussion of the graded homework, followed by analysis of examples from Writing about Poetry (805-821).

Homework: Choose THREE poems as stated in the topic and prepare a four-minute presentation outline or slides, comparing and contrasting their cultural, social and ethical values, and commenting on their significance.  

Monday: Mar. 1: Individual presentation in class.  Submit your write-up before presentation.  Try to speak and maintain eye contact during your presentation.

Homework: Write the first draft of your poetry essay.

Wednesday: Mar. 3: Peer-review of the first draft with class format.  Analysis of samples from Writing about Poetry.  Background reading: A collection of Poems.

Homework: Revise the first draft into a mid-process draft.  (Spring Recess: Mar. 8-13: Read William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: Prince of Denmark (1395-1497) and Susan Gaspell’s Trifles (1616-1626).

Monday: Mar. 15: General discussion on Hamlet and Trifles in preparation for the Library Instruction.

Homework: Prepare questions about the research topic you want to ask the librarian.

Wednesday: Mar. 17:  Library Instruction.

Homework: Check your revision of the first draft into a mid-process draft.

Monday: Mar. 22: Class editing of some mid-process drafts projected on the screen as samples, followed by individual proofreading, focusing on language, punctuation, MLA in-text citations and Works Cited page entries.  Who among the three poets in context do you admire most and why?

Wednesday: Mar. 24: Poetry Paper due in class as follows:




Final copy




Mid-process draft




First draft




Presentation outline or slides.

Discussion on Elements of Drama (1183-1200)

Homework: Read The Bedford Handbook : Conducting Research (521-560).

