                                               LITERATURE  350-102     FICTION                  NJIT

Spring 2003
Instructor: Dr. Oguine

Class Meetings: F - 06:00PM-09:05PM   RM FAC 305
Office: KUPF – Learning Center 201A - Phone # 973 596-6302

Office Hours:  F - 08:30-11:30AM / 5-6PM (By appointment)
E-mail: oguine@adm.njit.edu

Course Objectives: 
This course will help students develop a greater appreciation of cultural, thematic           

and aesthetic representations in fiction, both classic and contemporary, from different 

countries.  Students will also improve their critical thinking skills by making concrete 

observations,  interpreting facts, evaluating details, using meaningful connections and

materials in comparative and contrasting analysis of fiction.  They will practice

organizing literary writing in MLA style with a clear thesis, according to their lines of

argument, rather than the chronological events in the literature studied. Throughout the 

course, works of fiction will be presented from historical, psychological, sociological, and philosophical perspectives.  

Required Texts:

Bronte, Emily. Wuthering Heights.  New York: Dover, 1996.
Hemingway, Ernest.  A Farewell to Arms.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1957.
A course packet containing selections from The Story and Its Writer, and 

Short Fiction Classic and Contemporary is available at "Affordable Copies," 49 

Halsey Street, Newark.

Course Requirements:

The required texts are available at NJIT Bookstore and should be purchased immediately

to be used for reading and writing assignments, in-class summaries and tests.  Students

must aim at 100% attendance and punctuality, and must read before each class scheduled reading in the syllabus.  In addition, there will be handouts and films to be 

used as references in their writing, discussions and presentations.  Students will write
two referenced essays, 5-7 pages in MLA style, typed and double-spaced, in addition
to a final examination essay.  Papers must be submitted in class on the due dates.  

Late papers and missed class assignments will be marked one grade down, so 
regular attendance is absolutely necessary.

Final Grade Percentages:

Attendance / Participation / Individual Report 20% / Two Essays 20% / Individual 

Presentation 20% / Pipeline Responses / Class assignments 20% / Final 

Examination In-class Essay 20%.
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SYLLABUS

Weeks I & II:  Jan. 24 & 31          

          Introduction to the course and texts - Course packet -"What is a Short Story?" 5

         “A Brief History of the Short Story” 8 / "The Elements of Fiction" 17 / "Writing 
         About Short Stories" 29 / Practice the literary techniques with “The Man Who Was
         Almost a Man” 41, with emphasis on historical and sociological readings, and

         elements of realism / Film: The Runaway by Terry Kay.
Weeks III, IV & V:  Feb 7, 14 & 21

         Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 1-53 – The setting, language, the theme / 53-

         150 – The development of the plot – the conflicts, the nature and triumph of evil /
         150-248 – The love that turns to revenge, hatred and destruction / Psychoanalytical

         and symbolic interpretations of Heathcliff’s violent stormy passions, Edgar Linton’s
         gentility and the Catherine Earnshaw’s unconventional vision of love, in contrast

         with the second Catherine’s relationship with Hareton / Pipeline Responses / Film:
         Wuthering Heights.
Weeks VI, VII & VIII:  Feb. 28, Mar. 7 & 14

          A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway – Books 1-3 / Individual report on
          assigned chapters on universality of human suffering, endurance of cultural 
          diversity,  economic, social and political corruptions in war times, exploitation of 
          women and the  horrors of war / Essay 1 due in class Feb 28 / Film: A Farewell to
         Arms / Focus on the feminist implications that reflect the settings of both novels.
Weeks IX, X & XI: (Mar. 17-23 Spring Recess) 28, Apr. 4 & 11
          Books 4-5 / Differences and Similarities in themes and stylistic devices between
          Wuthering Heights and A Farewell to Arms, especially the nature of love between
          Lieutenant Henry and Catherine Barkley and Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw /
          Group work on the differences and similarities between the texts and films, 

          focusing on biographical reading, flashbacks, in medias res, epiphany and stream
         of consciousness / Pipeline Responses / Presentations of Course Topics Apr. 11.
Weeks XII, XIII & XIV: (18 Good Friday – No Classes) 25 & May 2
          "The Death of a Civil Servant" by Anton Chekhov 54, "Patriotism" by Yukio

           Mishima 57 / Let students explore the themes of life, love and death and their

           inevitability in both texts, comparing them with other texts studied in this course /
          Essay 2 due in class April 25 / Revision for Final Examination May 2.
Weeks XV:  May 6 (Classes Follow a Friday Schedule) 
          Final Examination In-class Essay / Revised Essays due in class May 6  

          May 6 - Last Day of Classes. 
