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English 1202-ZAI & ZAH - College English II Syllabus

Dr. Priscilla Oguine
Spring 2004
Class Meetings: 1202-ZAI – 10:00AM-11:15AM – Room KH 119


    1202-ZAH – 11:30AM-12:45PM – Room KH 119
Office: Fahy 252

Office Hours: MW – 9:00AM-10AM

Open Communication: 24 hours a day, 7 days a week through e-mail oguinepr@shu.edu, or web site, pirate.shu.edu/~oguinepr, or Blackboard Discussion Boards, or Digital Drop Box.

Course Description:
English 1202 – College English II is a follow-up to English 1201 – College English I.  You are expected to improve on the skills, processes, strategies, and rhetorical patterns you have learned from English 1201, and use them to study literature which is the main focus of English 1202.  This course will expand the realm of literature to include fiction and non-fiction, short stories, short novels, poems, plays, essays, critical commentaries, and historical documents.  You will have choices of texts that you can relate to both on general and personal levels, in order to develop intellectually and sustain your interest in literature.
Course Objectives:

In addition to helping you fulfill University requirements for College Writing Courses, this course will inspire you to study literature for pleasure or enjoyment, and at the same time relate it to your personal experiences.  It will help you develop intellectual interpretations, and make connections between the abstract and concrete, the general and specific through critical and inferential thinking.  It will also sharpen your skills of comparing and contrasting analyses, and presenting persuasive arguments.  Through research strategies, you can learn more about yourself as you analyze the texts and incorporate other writers’ views in MLA format, which you must have learned in English 1201.
Note:

 By enrolling in this class, you have agreed to abide by the terms of this syllabus.  If you have any questions about any aspect of this course, first check the syllabus.  If you cannot find satisfactory answers, use any of the open communication facilities above to reach me, or ask me in class, or during my office hours.
Required Texts:
DiYanni, Robert, ed.  Reading Fiction, Poetry, and Drama.  5th edition.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 2002.

Hacker, Diana.  The Bedford Handbook.  6th edition.  New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2002.  

Grading:
Attendance, Participation, and Presentation: 15%

Writing Center sessions: 5%

Final Exam: 10%

Journal and BB Discussion Boards: 10%

Drafts of Papers: 10%

Papers: 50% (Fiction Paper, 15%; Poetry Paper, 15%; Research Paper, 20%)

Attendance and Participation

Attendance.  College English is a writing workshop, which means that the work we do in class is an essential component of the course.  This includes in-class writing, quizzes, note-taking, peer review, and group work.  Students with more than four (4) absences, either excused or unexcused, will have failed to complete a substantial number of these writing assignments, and will therefore be unable to pass College English II.
Excused absences are only those documented and excused by either the Athletic Department or the Dean for Community Development, Dawn Williams.  Doctor’s notes and so forth are not proof of an excused absence.  If you have a significant medical or family problem that you suspect will occasion more than four absences, speak with your mentor and/or someone in Dean Williams’ office (x9076) to obtain assistance and excuses for these classes.  I do not have the authority to excuse you.  Only these two offices have that power.  Not attending peer review days (see below), even if you send a hard copy of your paper in your absence, means not completing part of the paper assignment. In short, attendance on these days carries a double impact on your grade.

Lateness will be acknowledged and factored into this part of your final grade.  I will take lateness as a sign that you are not committed to this course or to the community that this class comprises.  If you are late on the day a paper, either in rough or final draft, is due, your paper will be counted as late, as well. Your work should be printed out the night before it is due.

Cellphones must be turned off prior to the start of class.  Each time your phone goes off in class will negatively affect your Attendance and Participation grade.  

Participation is also crucial to course success.  Participation means contributing to discussion, whether on the electronic discussion boards, in class, or in small groups during class.  The essence of participation is preparedness and courage.  Do the work due on the date and offer us your ideas, and you will go far in your evolution as a critical reader, writer, and thinker.  Not to participate is to miss a substantial aspect of this course, to forgo a significant opportunity to improve your skills at the same time that your classmates are seizing that opportunity.  You are not alone in having questions, opposing viewpoints, observations, or objections raised by the reading and by discussion.

Safe Space: Our classroom is a safe space, which means that everyone is obliged to listen and respond respectfully to everyone in the class.  You do not have to agree with everything you hear, but we are all expected to direct disagreement as well as agreement to the ideas and not the person addressing them.  That applies to comments written on papers as well as spoken in class.

Blackboard:  We will be using our blackboard site extensively throughout the semester.  Course syllabus, all course assignments, sample essays, and sample power point presentations will be listed under Assignments.  We will be using the Discussion Boards for discussions both in and out of class; presentation in electronic discussion counts towards your Attendance and Participation grade.  There are also links to the web site for Hacker, to the writers in residence series, and to other sites that will be helpful or informative in completing the work for this course.  Try to use them to improve your writing. 
The Writing Center:
The Writing Center is located in Fahy 246.  All students in 1202 are required to attend three (3) tutoring sessions in the writing center before the Research Paper is due; specific deadlines appear on the schedule in this syllabus.  Students may see the tutors more often than this minimum.  To meet with a tutor, you must go to the Center or call to make an appointment; they almost never take walk-ins.  Tutors provide feedback with prewriting, drafting, writing, and revising.  They are not there to proofread your paper, although they will help with mechanics.  It is your responsibility to proofread your paper, make and attend these appointments, and to bring an assignment to work on.


SHU OWL, the on-line writing lab at http://academic.shu.edu/owl/, is available but only with special permission from me.  It should not be a substitute for a required session.  You must always attend the Writing Center in person to get credit.

Writing Assignments

Since this is a composition class, you will be writing every day, in and out of class.  The semester is divided into segments according to the kind of writing that we will be doing.  Each segment offers a particular set of concepts and skills, but each segment also builds on the previous segment.  As a result, the skills you should demonstrate in the research paper, for example, include all those that we have discussed and practiced in the semester on all assignments.

All written assignments, including journals, are to be composed on the computer using 12-pt. font, justified on the left using standard margins (at top, bottom, and left and right sides), and double-spaced.  Your name, my name, the course number, the type of paper, and the date that it is due should appear  double-spaced in the upper left-hand corner of the first page.  Models appear in Hacker(674-677).  All assignments must have a title of your own creation, MLA pagination with your last name and the page number at the top of the right-hand corner, and a staple.   I will not accept any multiple-page assignment that is not stapled.  Mechanical errors weaken the effectiveness of your argument and therefore lower your grade, so proofread carefully.  I will not accept electronic forms of your written work unless it is a BB Discussion Board, or a Digital Drop Box assignment.  Hard copy only, so I can write enough comments to enable you improve on your rewrites.
Late Assignments, Missed Tests, and Presentations:  Late assignments will be penalized by one grade.  A late paper can therefore drop from a B to a C.  Papers that are not handed in because of an excused absence (see Attendance and Participation) may be handed in at the start of the next calendar day without penalty.  There are no make-up quizzes, although the in-class paper may be rescheduled provided the absence is excused.  If you are going to be absent, excused or otherwise, you can still get credit for the work due by sending it through a classmate to the class for which it is due.

Double-entry Journal:  You will be asked to keep a journal in which you record academic responses to the readings.  Check individual assignment dates for specific journal entry requirements.  All journal entries have the same purpose: to generate thinking about the issue at hand, to prepare you to discuss the material and your ideas about it, and to provide you with foundation material for writing papers.   It should always follow the guidelines for written work outlined above.  I strongly recommend  a page of the summary of the major issues in the text and another page of your response to those issues.  Often, journal entries are the place where your first ideas about the issues emerge, and they can provide excellent starting material for writing more extended arguments.


These journals are not a place for exploring your emotions.  This is not a diary, but an intellectual exercise.  Your journal entry should identify the question you are answering, offer your own conclusions, and provide the reasoning that got you to those conclusions.  Well-documented specific quotations and examples from the text strengthen the credibility of your ideas.  Sometimes answers are not simple.  If you see more than one valid side to an issue, identify them and explain why they all seem valid.  If there is no clear satisfying answer, explain why not.  Use these assignments as a place to explore your critical responses to other peoples’ ideas.

Quizzes: Both announced and unannounced quizzes will count as journal entries.  Exercises such as grammar work in Bedford Handbook will also share the journal grade.

Final Exam:  There is a final exam for this course, to be administered at the time and date assigned to this course.  More information about the exam will be provided closer to the date.  It will be cumulative, incorporating everything we have done over the semester.  Your best method of preparation is to do a self-evaluation of what you have learned from this course over the whole semester.  
Papers:  There are three graded papers for this course:  Specific assignments will be given out on our Blackboard site and usually in class well in advance of the due date.  Please bear in mind that because each essay builds on the work that has gone before, grading will become increasingly demanding.


We will be using the draft-feedback-revision method of writing, also known as process writing, and peer-review will be an important part of this process.  When the final paper is due, you will be asked to hand in all writing that contributed to the final copy in addition to that final copy.  While the paper itself will receive one grade as a product, all the contributing assignments will receive another grade, especially a reviewer’s grade.  Criteria for each paper will be clearly laid out.  The final grade is based on how well you have made use of the process; how you have integrated comments from peer readers, the instructor, and the writing center; what courage you have shown in the revision process; and how you have built on your own ideas and the contributions of others.  This is what will reflect your ability as a writer.  


Missing class on the days that we are doing peer-review, even if you send a hard copy of your draft to class with a classmate, means that you will not be giving feedback to one of your classmates.  Since giving as well as receiving feedback is an important writing skill, and since giving feedback is, therefore, a part of your assignment, not attending class on these days will mean not completing one part of the assignment which earns a reviewer’s grade.  So, you will not receive a reviewer’s grade for the paper, and it will affect your final semester grade.

Grammar: Every grammar issue is found in Bedford Handbook, and when appropriate, we will review these concepts in different ways.  There will be quizzes, announced and unannounced, on the grammar concepts we examine, and your mastery of grammar, regardless of whether we discuss it in class, will be a factor in the grading of all written work.  So, try to practice problematic grammatical and mechanical elements on your own.
Plagiarism and Cheating:  All people, not just students, are expected to credit others for the work that those others have done.  For a complete outline of the policy on cheating and plagiarism, please go through the External Links connection on our course’s Blackboard site and/or consult the handout from the first day.


The heart of the matter is this: CHEATING means the giving, receiving, taking, or purchasing or any information or written work not your own during exams or on any written assignments.  PLAGIARISM means copying the ideas and/or language of any source without acknowledging that source, without proper quotation of any language (even single words or short phrases) taken directly from that source, and without citation of all paraphrased as well as quoted ideas from that source.  Plagiarism occurs when anyone attempts to present the published or unpublished work (ideas and/or language) of any person as his own her own.  PENALTIES: those found to be guilty of cheating or plagiarism the first time will receive a 0 (zero) for the assignment; the second time, automatic failure for the course; the third time, recommendation to the dean for expulsion.

A moment’s reflection will remind you that if you are trying to acquire skills, rather than just a grade, then using someone else’s work (words, ideas, or words and ideas) as your own without properly acknowledging it is unacceptable, and risky, especially if you consider the penalties.  
Poetry-in-the-Round

This series offers live readings of an author’s work by the author.  You are strongly encouraged to attend these readings, as they are rare and wonderful opportunities to experience living literature.  The schedule is available through External Links on our Blackboard site.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Week 1: W. 1/14: Introduction to the Course – What Is Literature? Power point Presentation
Syllabus review.

Weeks 2-6: Strategies for Studying Fiction: Literature (1-667).
M. 1/19, W. 1/21, M. 1/26, W. 1/28, M. 2/2,  W. 2/4, M. 2/9, W. 2/11, M. 2/16, W. 2/18.
Elements of fiction (43-106).
Reading short stories (21-36).
Writing about Fiction (107-124)
Three Fiction Writers in Context (125-252).
Selected Readings from A Collection of Short Fiction (253-667).
First Writing Center session due by 2/18.

First Paper – Fiction: Due in class February 18 with all the drafts and pre-writing exercises.
Weeks 7-10: Strategies for Reading Poetry (669-1157). One Classic Play as Homework.
M. 2/23, W. 2/25, M. 3/1, W. 3/3, (M. 3/8-13 Spring Recess), M. 3/15, W. 3/17, M. 3/22, W. 3/24. 

Elements of Poetry (686-755).
Reading Poems (670-681
Transformations (756-804).
Reading Three Poets in Context (822-930).
Writing about Poetry (805-821).
Second Writing Center session due by 3/24.

Second Paper – Poetry: Due in class March 24 with all drafts and pre-writing exercises.
Weeks 11-15: Strategies for Studying Drama (1159-2032). Extensive Research .
M. 3/29, W. 3/31, M. 4/5, W. 4/7, (4/8-12 Easter Break),W. 4/14, M. 4/19, W. 4/21, M. 4/26, W. 4/28.
Elements of Drama (1183-1200).
Reading Plays (1161-1179) – One Short Contemporary Play for Comparative and Contrasting Research.
Writing about Drama (1201-1216).

Third Writing Center session due by 4/19.

Research Paper – Drama: Due in class April 21 with all drafts and pre-writing exercises.
Portfolio Review and Rewrites: Due in Class April 14.

Last Day of Classes: Thursday April 29.

Final Examination: English 1202-ZAI – May 5: 12:45PM-2:25PM.



          English 1202-ZAH – May 6: 10:45AM-12:25PM
