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Women’s Rights in this Country

From the beginning of time, females have played a powerful role in the shaping of this world. They have stood by idly and watched as this country moved on without them, and yet they have demanded equal rights as the nation rolls along. Through the years the common belief has been that women could not perform as well as men in anything, but over the years that belief has been proven wrong time and time again. So as time marches on, women have clawed and fought their way up the ladder to gain much needed equal respect from the opposite sex. However, after many years of pain and suffering, the battle for equal rights has not yet been won.  Since women have fought for a long time  and proven their importance in society, they deserve the same equal rights as men in this country.  


Before women can prove they too deserve the same rights as men, they must first put to rest the myths and beliefs of their status in this country. This myth of the female status in the United States, and in most other places in the world, has always been the same. It is the belief that women should be in the kitchen, taking care of the kids, and the house, amongst other beliefs. However, in today’s society, this is considered ludicrous. For instance, in her essay, “Ain’t I a Woman?” Sojourner Truth delivers a powerful message and addresses the issues of women in the society. She argues that women should have equal rights, because they can do the same things as men. For example she says, “That man over there says that women need to be helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches, and to have the best place anywhere. Nobody helps me into no carriages, or over no mud puddles, or gives me any best place” (348).  She, then, continues by measuring herself to any man, saying, “I have plowed and planted, and gathered into barns, and no man could head me—I could work as much and eat as much as a man if I can get it—and bear the lash as well”(348).  Truth’s attitudes,  towards her equality standards to men, are very similar to the struggles that are faced by women today, trying to compete in a society that is believed to give the males all the advantages. 


It is almost strange that here in the same country where women are treated nearly as second class citizens,  the United States Declaration of Independence states that “All men are created equal.” If this is so, then, why is there an imbalance in the equality level between men and women? Why have women been downgraded, and in some places still are downgraded, as second-class citizens? How can women who have created the great men and in some cases great women, be considered on the lower level of the battle for equality? Adrienne Rich states in her essay, “What Does a Woman Need to Know,” exactly what she feels is important in women gaining equality in society, as well as, what is needed for a woman to have respect for herself.  She states:

She needs a knowledge of her own history—creative genius of women in

 the past--the skills and crafts and techniques and visions possessed by 

 women in other times and cultures, and how they have been rendered 

 anonymous, censored, interrupted, devalued. (66)

In her words, Rich feels that in order to succeed and gain respect and equality today, as well as, keep it in future, women must know where they have been, where they have

come from and where they are going in the society. 


As women struggle to find themselves, there are some who still do not receive credit for their contributions to history. In the biblical sense, it is believed that the female is responsible for all of the death, violence, turmoil, and destruction which we all face today.  In Sojourner Truth’s speech, she says, “That little man in black there, he says women can’t have as much rights as men, ‘cause Christ wasn’t a woman!” (349) This man’s belief is similar to many of the chauvinists’ beliefs that have been passed down to make it hard for women to gain acceptance. She then follows up by asking in reply, “Where did your Christ come from? Where did your Christ come from? From God and a woman, Man had nothing to do with Him” (349).  A common statement mostly used in this kind of argument and it is clearly true even though Christ was not a woman, it took one woman to make him, and in biblical beliefs, without that woman there would not have been a Christ in the first place. 

From the biblical times to the technical times, a woman’s struggle for acceptance is mostly unlike any other, which even the most thoughtful man could never imagine. It is not uncommon to find nearly everyday an article in the newspaper about sexual harassment in the work place. It is sad, although very true, and studies show that in many work places, women are looked upon as not being able to hold on their own, no matter their educational  background or their mental and physical qualifications.  Very often, they find themselves having to work twice as hard as the average male in that same work place. When in all actuality, women deserve some positions more than men; it is also the sad truth that they may never be able to have those same positions, like female players in the NFL, or Co-Ed professional sports.  Even though it has been years since its introduction to the nation, women’s basketball is still barely accepted amongst most men as a professional sport.

Although much can be said to support that women do not deserve the same rights as men, more can mostly be said in response in defense for the women. Women should not be considered as second-class citizens when they, even though myths say otherwise, have shaped this world. Today, female roles vary from single mother, college student, professor, officer, wife, and many others, which barely a hundred years ago was actually the situation. Women are the key to this society, and in all actuality, without the beautiful women to keep this world turning, everything would just stop, because it is a known fact that a man does not have what it takes to reproduce a child at all. 

So, women have fought long and hard for acceptance and it is about time that they received exactly what is due to them. They are the mothers of this earth and they hold the keys to the very existence whether any man chooses to believe it or not. It is my opinion that any man who disrespects women, by not showing them the proper appreciation, or even by voicing asinine beliefs, that women do not deserve the same rights as men, is not really a man, but instead a sad pitiful little boy who is a poor excuse of a life form. A real man would never disrespect a woman, because disrespecting the rights of any woman is just as disrespecting the rights of one’s own mother. They have fought long and hard and now they should get the equal rights which they rightly deserve. 
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