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Women can be perceived or looked at in many ways.  They are depicted not only as mothers, but also as friends, companions, and even prostitutes.  Today’s society has a variety of images of what they feel women should be and what they actually are.  Likewise in Ike Oguine’s A Squatter’s Tale, women are portrayed through various roles such as  mothers, girl friends or companions, and prostitutes to reflect the society.  

First, mothers are backbones of the family. When hard times are experienced,  they are the ones who keep the family together.  Women provide more than financial support to the family.  They are the sense of hope and encouragement to keep the household running smoothly.  In A Squatter’s Tale, Obi’s mother is the one who, even in hard times, keeps holding on trying to get through the difficulties.  The love she has for her family is what gives her the strength to give all she can to her family.  

When Obi’s family move from their Yaba house to a three-bedroom flat in the outer reaches of Isolo, as a result of the sudden retirement of Obi’s father, their struggles for survival increase.  Obi’s mother would drive everyday from Isolo to her shop in Yaba.  The drive she endures everyday is very long and tiring.  Obi knows his mother is enduring a lot for the family as Oguine establishes this sense of hardship by stating in Obi’s words, 

From our new home my mother had to do a hellish drive to her shop in Yaba every morning (leaving behind two disabled men – my father and me – brooding in the  living room all day in front of the shiny black Sony 

Trinitron 21” TV I bought when I was treasury manager in BTF) and another hellish drive back every evening through the most chaotic traffic in the whole of Lagos. (113-114)
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The struggle of the drive alone is hard for Obi’s mother.  When her car breaks down after ten years, the battle against hardships is about to be lost, because, in addition to working extremely hard, she is being put through hell.  Obi realizes what the struggle is doing to his mother the day she comes home after her car has broken down.  He immediately sees something different about his mother and remarks, “That was when I noticed for the first time how much weight she had lost, how the struggle of the previous months had flattened her stomach and lopped off half of her nicely rounded backside” (114).  This is an effective representation of a caring, hardworking  mother .


But, Obi’s mother’s patience is starting to run low.  During family prayers she expresses her bitter feelings declaring, “We have waited for You to show us the way, we have waited oh Lord, we have waited” (114).  There is not much more she can do to help the situation they are in.  All she has left is prayer and that has not been working for them either, and such a situation can frustrate even the most caring mother.

 
Similarly, Kassandra in the movie The Ring by Danielle Steel, although not exactly a mother figure, wants to protect her family.  She feels that taking her life would save her children and her husband from the shamefulness of her unfaithfulness.  That is her own way of caring for her family - by committing suicide. Though Kassandra and Obi’s mother want what is best for their children, Steel’s representation of motherhood is very negative while Oguine’s is very positive, as shown by reactions of their children.


Although the family will always face hardships, it will be easier to face them knowing they have the mother to back them up in their times of need.  Obi’s mother, unlike Kassandra, through good times and bad, has always been there  for her children.
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  She is the one who has brought hope and security to the rest of the family, especially  since her husband’s retirement and her son’s loss of his job.  


Like the mother, a girl friend or companion is also there for the one she cares about.  Oguine goes through the many different types of relationships there could be between a man and a woman.  The relationship Obi has with Robo is love. The way 

Oguine has written the novel shows how Obi feels about Robo. It is shown that Obi would do anything for Robo and she would do the same for him.  Obi and Robo talk for hours on the phone while he is in America and she is in Lagos.  He tells her anything and everything even though the phone bill runs high.  Oguine reveals Obi’s feelings by stating,  

Because of the miracle of the telephone, it is easy to  go on believing that what you have been separated from hasn’t been left behind at all, as a result of which  the process of separation becomes confusing and messy, 

vulnerable to self-deception and the notorious frailties of the human heart. (32) 


Obi knows he does not have money to be wasting while he is in America.  Knowing the phone bill is high and will keep increasing, he still wants to talk to her because he misses her.  Money does not concern him when it comes to Robo.  


The relationship between Obi and Robo is very strong.  The bond when broken has left Obi very broken hearted.  In a letter to Robo, he expresses how deeply hurt he is by her marriage to someone else.  He shows he has cared very deeply for her at one point, but now he has to let her go.  She has moved on with her life and he must now do the same.  Sending the letter is one step closer to starting his life over.  This letter to 
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Robo exhibits characteristics of a mature person.  The reader can see how he has matured when he says “I was really devastated to hear you’d got married...If I say I understand that we had to break up, I’ll be lying...So, I don’t understand, but I accept” (197).  


True love is something that is rare.  Obi loves Robo, but that love can not last, because of the distance between America and Nigeria.  Here the author presents a mature love between two people which can not survive, because of out of sight, out of mind.  The movie Coming to America represents this very clearly.  The prince, Akeem, is to have an arranged marriage at the age of twenty-one.  The woman that is chosen for him is wonderful, but he is not in love with her.  He wants to find a girl he loves, just as Obi loves Robo.   While Akeem’s case has a happy ending, Obi’s own ends in a break-up.  In spite of that, Robo is represented as a moderate feminist who, even though, is highly educated with a well-paying job, allows her father to control her choice of a husband.


Once some people fall in love, it is hard to get over that person.  Obi is deeply hurt over his break up with Robo but he moves on, because he, no longer can hold on to something that is not his.  Obi wants to move on with Vivian if she will give him a second chance.  It is ironic that Vivian, who Obi has treated as someone he can have meaningless sex with, is eventually the one he can fall back on.   With Vivian, Oguine is satirizing the ups and downs of male-female relationships in society today.  For instance, it is Vivian who showers Obi with materialistic gifts which he accepts without paying back.  Vivian is, therefore, represented as a radical independent feminist.  
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Eventually, Obi regrets treating her poorly when Robo dumps him. Obi wants now to move on with Vivian.  Surprisingly, she agrees to see him, after the horrible way 

he has treated her which Oguine puts beautifully in this authorial comment, “There’s nothing in this world as wonderful as a kind-hearted woman” (198).


On the other hand, Amina, unlike the mother and the girlfriend, has been given a negative representation in the story.  She works with Obi at BTF as a treasury officer with a high salary.  Although her title is a treasury officer, that is not the type of work she actually does.  Amina has had sex with high ranked employees to secure her job at BTF.  The reader can notice that Obi does not think very highly of her when he says, “Apparently, supplying him and one of the board of directors with sex regularly was, in the suddenly inclement business climate, no longer good enough reason to pay her a treasury officer’s salary” (89).  Although, Amina has a job, she can be considered a prostitute, and her representation is a satire on all women who live her type of life.

Finally, many women engage in one form of prostitution or another, just because they need to feel secure.  The consequences in the end for such women and Amina are always harsh.  For a little bit of security they end up ruining their future.  It is important to note that the representations of women shown in this book, both positive and negative, are very realistic.  For instance, Obi’s mother, Robo and Vivian represent real women who are struggling to survive in their own different ways, while Amina is shown  in a negative manner.  In fact, there are many representations of women, in A Squatter’s Tale  that have helped to make it a remarkable  fiction.  
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