HSS 100-022                          NJIT

COURSE CONTENT

Spring 2002

Instructor: Dr. Oguine

Class Meetings: TF - 02:30-03:55PM - FAC 309

Office: Cullimore 331-3 / Phone # 973 596 6302 

Office Hours:  R - 5-6:00PM / F - 8:30-11:30AM (By appointment)

Web Site: www_ec.njit.edu/~oguine / E-mail: oguine@adm.njit.edu

Course Objectives:

HSS 100 offers students the chance to upgrade HSS 099 critical thinking,

reading and writing skills necessary in acquiring university education and

in real life interactions.  It strongly emphasizes logical development of

ideas based on effective theses, presenting persuasive arguments with 

accurate MLA documentation of references to support the evidence, and

 other strategies for writing expository and research essays.  This course 

also encourages students to use their imagination and creativity to write

essays, using their own voices.

Required Texts:

Comley, Nancy R., et al., eds.  Fields of Reading.  6th ed.  New 

          York: St. Martin's Press, 2001.

Hairston, Maxine, et al.  The Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers.

         6th ed.  New York: Longman, 2002.

Course Requirements:

The textbooks are available at NJIT Bookstore and should be purchased

immediately to be used in class for references to reading assignments and

in-class summaries and tests. Students should aim at 100% attendance

and punctuality in class, and must read before each class the sche-

duled readings in the syllabus.  In addition, there will be handouts and 

films which must be used as references in their writing, discussions and

presentations. One group presentation, demonstrating collaborative efforts

will be used for self-evaluation.  They will also write two papers, 4-5 pages

 long with MLA style and a Works Cited page, typed and double spaced,

 and a final examination essay.  Papers will be submitted in class on the

due dates. Late papers and missed class assignments  will be marked

one grade down, so regular attendance is absolutely necessary.

Final Grade Percentages: Attendance / Participation / Tutorial

20% / Two papers 20% / Group presentation 10% / Team work

10% / Class assignments 20% / Final examination essay 20%.

SYLLABUS

Weeks I & II: Jan. 22 & 25 / 29 & Feb. 1

             Introduction to  course and texts.  In-class diagnostic quiz on

             "From Reading to Writing" - Handout / Practice the techniques

             with "The Two Cultures" - Handout, "On Creating a Web Site"

             771 and "Secrets of the Software License Agreement" 773 -  

             Fields of Reading.  Film: Biography of Bill Gates.

Weeks III, IV & V: Feb. 5 & Feb. 8 / 12 & 15 / 19 & 22

             In-class group work on the topics discussed so far / How Do you Revise,

             Edit, and proofread? - Handbook 50-124 / Fields of Reading: 

             "Why the Sky is Blue" 505 / "Our Picture of the Universe" 565 / "The

             Action of Natural Selection" 576 / MLA Documentation - Handbook 722  

             Films: Stephen Hawking's Universe and Hawking's 60th Anniversary. 

             Group work on films, texts and the thesis with introduction of group essay. 
Weeks VI,  VII & VIII: Feb. 26 & March 1 / 5 & 8  / 12 & 15            

             How Can You Write Powerful Arguments? - Handbook 153-175 /

             Fields of Reading: "A Mask on the Face of Death" 165 / "Arks and

             Genetic Bottlenecks" 760 / "From Frankenstein" - Handout / Peer 

             editing of group essay  Feb. 26 / Group Essay due in class March 1.

             Films: Frankenstein and Stem Cells Research and Cloning.

Weeks IX, X & XI:( Mar. 18-24 Spring Recess) / 26 / Apr. 2 & 5

             How Do You Construct Effective Sentences? - 257-280/ "Fields

             of Reading: "Women's Brains" 753 / "The Egg and the Sperm: . . ." 736 /

             "The Mind of Man" - Handout / Class debates in groups on  central

             arguments in the above texts April 2 / Group work on research

             paper 5.
Weeks XII, XIII & XIV: Apr. 9 & 12 / 16 & 19 / 23 & 26

             How Do You Write Stylish Sentences? - Handbook 303-328 /

             Fields of Reading: "Eggs for Sale" 508 / "Room for Doubt" 773 /

             "Wolf Notes" 282 / "On Transformation" 286 / Group presentation of  

             topics of their choice selected from Fields of Reading, but not listed

             in the syllabus / Peer editing of the research draft Apr. 16 / The 

             research paper due in class Apr. 19 /  Individual presentation of the

             summary of the research paper Apr. 23 / Films: No Ordinary Baby and

             Animal Planet.

Weeks XV & XVI:  Apr. 30 & May 3 / (May 7 Friday Schedule) & 8

             Best paper due in class Apr. 30 / Final examination revision / 

             Portfolio review and Revision essays due May 3 / May 7 - Last

             Day of Classes and Final Examination / Reading Day  - May 8.

