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Fall 2005

ENGL 1201-ZFE & ZGE

Persuasive Essay Topic

Choose ONE of the following topics and write a persuasive essay on it:

1. Using any THREE of these students’ choice reading texts: Carl Sagan’s “Can We Know the Universe?” (572),  Perri Klass’ “Macho” (577), Charles Darwin’s “Natural Selection” (559), and Stephen Jay Gould’s “The Terrifying Normalcy of Aids” (594), write a persuasive essay advancing the rationale for scientists and technocrats to be more sensitive to the emotional needs of people.
2. Make convincing connections between Charles Darwin’s views on “Natural Selection” and Carl Sagan’s views on “Can We Know the Universe?”  How can we use the knowledge of the universe to save ourselves and our planet?  Support your argument with references from another reading text from the above list.

Check your syllabus for prewriting exercises and due dates.
