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Struggles Against Injustice: Mine and Debra Dickerson's Experiences

It was said by Martin Luther King Jr. that “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere [. . .] Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly” (143).  Through reading “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King Jr., “The Rules About the Rules” by Stephen L. Carter, An American Story by Debra Dickerson, and through my own experiences, I have found that Martin Luther King Jr.’s words cannot be ignored. Injustice is an epidemic that will last as long as there are people who believe in oppression.  For many people, it is easy to avoid the issues that do not directly concern them, but when they are being attacked, they cannot understand why nobody is there to save them. Humans can only defeat injustice when they fight it together. By examining the injustices that I faced in high school, Debra Dickerson’s rape, and her struggles with Chrysler, I have found that the injustices faced by other people, affect us all.

In the first case, I faced injustice in my high school. During the beginning of my junior year my school faced a severe tragedy; our disciplinary counselor, Mr. Herdman was killed in a car accident just a few days before the beginning of the new school year. The school struggled to find a new administrator that could live up to Mr. Herdman’s reputation, and settled upon an ex-marine named Mr. Waluk. This man did not treat us 
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with the same compassion and respect as Mr. Herdman. The students were treated as soldiers and he did not show us the slightest bit of respect. Finally, at our annual winter pep rally, Mr. Waluk decided to end it early without just a reason. The senior class and my junior class were fed up with the injustice we were facing, so we refused to leave the gym. As Martin Luther King Jr. remarked, “We know that through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppressed” (145).  In fact, it took the faculty over an hour to disperse us, and some were suspended for their actions.  Despite the several consequences that we suffered together we convinced Mr. Waluk and the administration that we did not deserve to be treated as inmates or soldiers. The actions taken by our classes have provided the remainder of our high school years and those of future graduates with an administrator that respects his students.  So, injustice from Mr. Waluk has affected us all.
In another situation, Debra Dickerson faced a great injustice when she was raped while stationed in Korea. Not only was her rape an injustice, but the way that the military handled her situation was unreasonable. The officials were more concerned with Debra’s drinking habits than with the rapist. Although the rapist confessed, he was only sentenced to nine months in a military prison while Debra received constant criticisms for her efforts to ensure righteousness. When asked why she needed mental health services, Debra responded, “I am here because I was raped by a coworker in my own bed on Christmas Day, which proves to my commander that I’m an alcoholic. I’m here so that you can take away my security clearance and short-circuit my career”(124).  If Debra 
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could not even get the support of her officers, how could she find a way to ensure justice for women in the military? The laxity of the Air Force taught the lesson to all women that 
rape is merely a result of poor judgment rather than a heinous crime.  Also, as a result of Debra’s rape, her fellow military men and women both suffered from the injustice. 
Women were afraid to go out or drink at night in fear of being raped, while all of the men were viewed as predators.  It was this one unreasonable act that affected both men and women for years to come.
enture to ensure justice. She eventually determined that the only way to get the attention of a major corporation such as Chrysler was to begin a letter-writing campaign to persuade potential Chrysler customers of the injustice that was imposed on her and may be imposed on them; also enclosed was an addressed envelope to the head of the Chrysler Corporation. Chrysler was quick to contact Debra and apologize about the “mix-up” 
Most importantly, Debra faced a greater injustice in her struggle with the Chrysler car company. It was 1983, a time before lemon laws, when Debra decided to buy a used car in order to transport herself between her Laurel, Maryland military base and the University of Maryland, College Park, where she studied. Unfortunately, the Chrysler that she purchased died before she was even able to make it home. Debra refused to continue her payments and unsuccessfully attempted to collect her refund by contacting both Chrysler representatives and lawyers. Debra quickly learned she was alone in her v regarding her defective merchandise. Debra did receive her reimbursement, but more importantly, she learned that her actions affected several others that were in similar situations.  She stated, “People from all over the NSA and the country asked for the 
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copies of the notebook I’d compiled or for me to act on their behalf. Unsurprisingly, a great many people had been victimized by car companies and had nowhere to turn” (143).  Debra’s determination took power away from Chrysler and spread it 
out amongst the innocent consumers.


To conclude, Martin Luther King Jr. was wise in his statement. Through an incident in high school, a practically unrecognized rape in the military, and the power of the educated against major corporations, I have discovered that justice can only be gained by collective efforts. Injustice affects most people in their lives, which is why it cannot be ignored. A world that is filled with injustice is a world without integrity and as Carter defines, “Integrity does not always require following the rules. Sometimes - as in the civil rights movement - integrity requires breaking the rules” (165).  Whatever it takes, justice is worth fighting for.
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