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ENWR – 105 - College Writing I: Intellectual Prose

                                 Fall 2003

                            Sections: 18 & 30 

 Instructor: Dr. Oguine

 Office Rm: DI – 281 - 1

 Email: oguinep@mail.montclair.edu                                                                                                                               

 Office Hrs: TF – 9:00-10:00AM (By appointment)

 Phone #: (973) 655-6825

English Department Web Site: http://english.montclair.edu

          (check here for information about class cancellations)

 Required Texts/Purchases:  

  George, Diana and John Trimbur.  Reading Culture: Contexts for Critical 

Reading and Writing.  4th ed.  New York: Pearson/Longman, 2001.

  Hacker, Diana.  A Writer’s Reference.  5th ed.  New York: Bedford/St. Martins, 

             2003.   

  A good college dictionary

 Purpose of Course: The aim of this course is to improve your writing. It may surprise

     you to learn good writers are not good simply because they have "natural writing

     talent."   Actually, good writers have become good through practice and more

     practice, and so that is what you will be doing in this class.  The other key to

     becoming a good writer is finding a way to become genuinely interested in your 

     writing--perhaps in figuring something out or expressing some ideas or feelings that

     are important to you.  In this course you will be given lots of opportunities for 

     practicing writing, and also lots of opportunities to discover ways to become interested

     and invested in your writing.

 The Writing Center: Students are encouraged to take advantage of the services offered

     by the University Writing Center, located in Dickson 285 (655-7442).  At the Writing

     Center trained graduate assistants offer students free tutoring on all aspects of the

     writing process.  Students are most benefited if they make regular appointments, but

     drop-in hours are also available.  

 Peer Review: For this class, your other readers will be members of the class.  You will

     be introduced to techniques for soliciting advice and feedback from other readers. It 

     may feel uncomfortable to share your writing with peers at first, but experienced  

     writers have discovered that feedback on their writing is very useful to them in 

     creating strong finished drafts.   Much of this peer review work will be done in class, 

     though some of it will be assigned as homework.  In the beginning you will be given 

     worksheets with questions to answer, but after a few essays you are encouraged to 

     write free-form comments to each other. Make sure you have a printed copy of the 

     comments your peer has made for you so that you can first use it in re-writing your 
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    paper, and then also turn it in along with the rest of your essay drafts each time you 

    submit a final paper.

 Required Amount of Writing:  A lot of writing is required of you. You will write

     essays and also short reflective writing assignments in response to readings and other

     class activities.  All in all, you are expected to spend ten hours a week on this course. 

     It is surprisingly easy to gauge the amount of work that has gone into a piece of 

     writing.  In terms of formal academic writing, you will produce five unit papers, and 

     one final short reflection paper.  Your informal writing will include some short in-

     class writing assignments and regularly written responses to the readings assigned 

     from the course textbook.

Documented Essay: One documented essay is required.  In this essay, you are asked to

     advance your thinking about a topic by entering into dialogue with published writers 

     who have written about the topic. The goal is not so much to summarize what others

     have written but rather to use other writers' thinking to help you work out your 

     thinking.  Do not think of this essay as a "gathering-and-presenting-information" 

     essay, but rather a  "figuring-something-out-and-thinking-it-through" essay.  A 

     secondary aim for the documented essay is to gain more facility using a standard form 

     of academic documentation. In writing the documented essay you will learn how to 

     find and evaluate appropriate source materials and to integrate ideas and information 

     into an essay using quotation, summary, and paraphrase.  You are expected to 

     incorporate four or more  sources, using appropriate academic documentation style, 

     such as MLA.

First Drafts: The first draft is a substantial piece of work, representing a couple of hours

     writing--perhaps exploring a topic, or writing your way toward clarity, or working 

     on one approach, abandoning it, and trying another.  The first draft as well as all the 

     other drafts should have your name, the date, and essay number typed on the left hand 

     top of the first page with double-spacing (Hacker 371). 

Mid-Process Drafts:  A mid-process draft is the re-working or extension of the

     materials of the first draft. This draft should be three pages, and must be typed  

    double-spaced.

Final Drafts:  A final draft is the re-working or extension of the mid-process draft.  You

     must hand in the first draft, the mid-process draft, and all notes (including peer-editing

     sheets and other notes) with the final draft.  Each omission may lower your grade.  Do

     not use a cover sheet.  Put your name, date, essay number and draft type (final) at the 

     top left corner.  Final drafts must be proofread carefully; here is where your handbook

     and dictionary are essential.

Formatting:  Make sure that every work you do in this class includes your name, date,

     essay #or assignment, draft type (mid-process, final, etc.) course section #, and
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   instructor’s  name.  Final drafts should look professional (Hacker 371).   

Attendance and Class Preparedness Policy: You will be allowed three absences during

     the semester, no questions asked.  Use them carefully.  AFTER THREE ABSENCES,

     YOUR GRADE DROPS.  For each absence beyond the allowed three, you lose a full

     grade for the semester.  That is, if you accumulate more than three absences and your

     final grade is a "C,” that "C" becomes a "C-,” and so on.  Please do not come in late.

     It is disrupting and unfair to those of us who are there on time.  If you are frequently a

     few minutes late or significantly late, you will be recorded as absent.

     If you do not attend a class YOU ARE STILL RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

     MATERIAL AND CONTENT OF THAT CLASS.  It is also your responsibility to    

     find out what happened in the class you missed and make up the work within one 

     week.  "But I was not in class when you..." is not an acceptable excuse for non- 

     performance.

Grading:  In addition to letter grades assigned for your papers, you will receive a report 

     for each essay, letting you know what areas are strongest, and which areas you need to

     concentrate your future efforts on.  Most important is your progression over the

     semester.  A record of your performance on your regular assignments (drafts,

     responses to readings, peer editing, etc) will also be kept.  Much of your grade will be

     determined by what extent you complete the required work in the course. I will meet

     individually with each of you at least once, at mid-semester, to discuss your progress;

     at that time, I will also give you an "up to that point" letter grade.

Final Grade Percentages:  

     Unit Papers                  50%

     Assignments:                25%

     Class Participation:        5%

     Portfolio                      20%

Criteria for Responses to Papers: You will be evaluated by the following criteria. 

    These evaluations will help you understand your essay's strengths and weaknesses.

 Focus: Your focusing point (main point, answer to central question, or thesis) guides 

     both writer and readers. This focusing point should be reflected in each of the 

     paragraphs in your essay. 

Analysis:  Also referred to as reflection or critical thinking, analysis is when a writer

     examines and explains events, beliefs or experiences that have been discussed.  

     Analysis is evident when a writer connects one individual experience with a larger

     phenomenon, or when a specific quality is generalized or theorized about.  Analysis is 

     asking, and  addressing, questions.  Analysis is also discussion.
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Development: A strong essay is rich with examples, details, "stories," and discussion.  In

     a strong essay, a writer develops--substantiates, explains, illustrates--all of his/her

     points.  

Organization:  A well-organized essay is an essay your readers can follow clearly and

     logically.  An organized paper provides readers with introductions, clear paragraphs,

     transitional cues, and conclusions.  

Topic Treatment: The extent to which a writer has engaged and thought about the topic

     in a careful, thoughtful and original manner helps to enhance the quality of the essay. 

Revision:  Papers will be evaluated on the progress you have made within this

     essay--drafting, use of peer review, self-assessment and editing.  

Peer review: You will be evaluated on the quality and usefulness of the peer review 

     work you do for your peers.

Mechanics:  Grammar and Usage.  Specific, recurrent problems will be highlighted. 

Proofreading:  Proofreading errors are errors in spelling, capitalization, typos, missing

     words - errors writers should be able to catch through careful re-reading.  It is your

      responsibility to identify, correct and eliminate them from your essays.

Improvement.  Students will be evaluated on their improvement from essay to essay.

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism: Refer to definition of plagiarism (Hacker 331).

     Honesty is expected of you.  It is expected that the work you hand in will always be

     your own, and that you will never copy sentences, phrases, paragraphs or whole 

     essays from any other person's work, for that is plagiarism.  Plagiarism is dishonest,

     and against both University policy and my own.  If you are ever unclear about how to

     cite another person or author's ideas, come see me or consult the staff in the Writing 

    Center.  We can help you do this correctly.  It is important to understand that

     plagiarism is a big deal in this University and in my class.  Don't make this mistake. 

     Students who are caught plagiarizing will fail the course and be referred to the Dean 

     of Students’ office for disciplinary sanctions.

Portfolio: Over the semester, you will be creating a portfolio of written work. 

     This portfolio will include the major essays and a final self-evaluative essay.  It is

     essential that you save everything.  At the end of the semester you will be revising and

     re-submitting most of your work and so you will need to keep careful track of all the

     work you do for this class.
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Flexible Semester Schedule: Students Should Participate in Choosing 4 Unit Texts  

     Unit 1: September 4  - September 19: Chapter 1:“Daytime Talk TV”-4 Reading Texts 

     Unit 2: September 19 - October 3: Chapter 2: “Generations”- Follow Unit 1 Schedule 

     Unit 3: October 3 - October 17: Chapters 3 & 4: “Schooling” and “Images”

     Unit 4: October 17 - October 31:Chapters 5 & 6: “Style” and “Public Space”

     Unit 5 (Documented Essay): October 31: November 21:“Work”& “American History”  

     Unit 6: November 26 - December 6:Chapter 10: “Living in a Postcolonial World”

     Portfolio Review: December 6- December 13: Revision, Portfolio, and Final Essay

Unit Schedule:The Same Homework, Reading, and Writing Strategies in All Units 

Unit 1: Reading and Writing about Culture: Reading News

September 3 - September 19

     Friday, September 5

           Introduction to Course

           Writing About Culture in Writing Journal

Homework: 

                 Reading and Notetaking: "Reading Culture: An Introduction" (1-4).

                 Writing Journal: Re-read what you've written in your notes

                 about "culture" and, using these first notes about culture, write

                 a double-entry journal; page one summary and page two response to this

                 question, "How does culture affect me?"  In your previous

                 brainstorming you have identified a couple of definitions and

                 examples of culture; for this entry you will identify one or two

                 examples of culture that influence and affect you.  In your piece

                 describe these cultural artifacts or institutions and then look at

                 yourself - the way you dress, speak, think, and so on, and discuss

                 some of the ways that these cultural artifacts or institutions do or

                 do not influence who you are.  

     Tuesday, September 9

           Readings from Writing Journals

           Group Discussion of Journal Reading 

Homework:
                 Read First: "Reading and Writing about Culture: Daytime Talk TV”

                 (5-19).  Watch one TV Talk program, take notes according to the

                 suggested strategies (12-19), and then write a double-entry journal that

                 includes a summary of major points and your response or reaction.

  Friday, September 12

           Workshop: Individual reading and presentation of the double-entry journal.
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Homework: Read “Coming After Oprah: Cultural Fallout in the Age of the TV Talk 

      Show” (25-29) and “Bring in the Noise” (34-38).  Respond to these two articles in 

      Your writing journal.  If you have any problem responding to the texts, look at the 

      “Suggestions for Discussion” questions that are offered at the end of each reading.

  Tuesday, September 16

           Group discussion of the homework journal and relating the major points to essay 1

           topics.  Drafting the thesis and introduction of essay 1. 

    Homework:
          ESSAY 1, Rough Draft.  Note: The first draft is a substantial

                 piece of work, representing several hours of writing--perhaps

                 exploring a topic, or working on one approach, abandoning it,

                 and trying another.

Friday, September 19: Mid-process Draft Due

           Workshop: Peer review, self-assessment and turning the first draft into a mid-

            process draft, re-writing from peer review and self-assessment.

                 Note: A mid-process draft is the re-working or extension of the materials of the

                 first draft.  Now your essay should really take shape in terms of content and 

                depth.  You have gone beyond description and into analysis. This draft will

                certainly be as long as your final draft – 3-4 double-spaced pages.

 Tuesday, September 23: Final Draft Due in Class

           Workshop: Final proofreading in class.  Note: A final draft is the re-working or 

                 extension of the mid-process draft.  You need to hand in the first draft, the

                 mid-process draft, and all notes with the final draft.  Final drafts must be

                 proofread carefully.  Use A Writer’s Reference  and a dictionary for your

                editing and proofreading.   Selection of 4 reading texts from chapter 2.
Homework: Read two class choice texts for Unit 2: Chapter 2: “Generations.”

               Follow Unit 1 Schedule.

