Dr. Oguine

Fall 2003

ENWR 105-18 & 30: Intellectual Prose

What is a documented essay?
A documented essay starts just like all of your other essays. It starts with a question or idea that you want to explore because it has meaning for you, and it is what you already know something about, but you still have to do a lot of reading to gather much more information than in the previous essay.
In all your essays you have striven to explore or demonstrate your main question or point by giving examples. To date, most of your examples have been from your reading, your own experiences and observations.  In addition, you have written essays that have required you to use your own experiences and observations, and also drawn on the experiences and observations of other writers. You have done this through citing material from the textbook. Now, you are going to expand the notion of external sources to include not only writers in the class textbook, but the research and opinions that are available through newspapers, magazines, journals, books, the Internet, government documents, pamphlets, CD’s, videotapes, and perhaps even the writing of your peers.  You must continue to be the smart, reflective, analyzing and questioning writers that you have grown into in the last essays you have written. 

Length: Longer than previous essays, 5-7 pages 

Documentation: Correct MLA format
Writing Style: Do not write a report-style; use the same kind of lively, intelligent, thoughtful, witty, reflective style you have been writing. A documented essay assignment is not an invitation to engage in plagiarism.
References: Four to six different sources.  At least TWO must be from the textbook; ONE from an interview, and TWO must be from external sources. At least three of your citations must be from non-internet sources. 

Documented Essay Topic:  Text - Chapter 8 “Work”  Reading Culture: Contexts for Critical Reading and Writing: by Diana George and John Trimbur:
Manning Marable and Robert J. Samuelson offer very different ways of thinking about workers’ rights and corporate responsibility.  Reread these two articles and write a comparison and contrasting essay in which you explain where they have the same arguments and where they depart from each other. Use other sources to lend credibility to your explanation as suggested in “References.”  In a strong persuasive argument, present your own views on whose argument you support and why.  Provide relevant in-text citations and a Works Cited page in MLA format.
Pre-writing Strategies and Drafting Schedule:

Friday, October 31: 

What is a documented essay?  Read Robert J. Samuelson’s “Downsizing Isn’t All That Heartless” and Manning Marable’s “Fighting for a 

Decent Wage.” Class discussions and debates on the major issues from the reading texts.

Homework: 

Finish reading 

Write a summary of Marable’s and Samuelson’s arguments.  Be sure to include some representations of both the history they trace and the statistics they use in their arguments. 

Tuesday, November 4: 

Research Proposal – Write your topic, your main question, your interest in the topic, the kinds of examples and documentation you will use, and the steps you're going to take to get this project done.



Homework:

 

Read A Writer’s Reference by Diana Hacker – “Researching” and “MLA” (295-377)




Complete the Research Proposal.

Friday, November 7: 

 Post your title, thesis and introduction on Blackboard Discussion Boards, arrange for peer-review of your posting, and make sure

 
your partner will comment on your posting.  Print out the paragraph you commented on and your comment for class discussions.
Homework:
Use A Writer’s Reference to guide you in selecting sources and finding data. You can begin your research in class, but you will finish it in the library. 

Tuesday, November 11: 

Workshop Day: Group work on BB Discussion Boards postings as a pre-writing exercise.

Homework: 

Complete the first draft of the essay.

Friday, November 14:

 
First Peer Review with class checklist to turn it into a mid-process draft, checking MLA documentation.


Homework:




Revise the first draft into a mid-process draft.
Tuesday, November 18 

 
Workshop Day: Group work on the mid-process draft.

Homework:

Revise the mid-process draft into a final copy.

Friday, November 21:

TURN IN: 

Final Copy

Mid Process Draft 

First Draft 

BB Posting peer review comments 

            and in class-writings. 

NO LATE PAPERS!
