ENWR – 105-18 & 30 College Writing 1: Intellectual Prose

Dr. Oguine

Fall 2003

Essay 2 Topics

Choose ONE of the following topics and write a well-developed and focused essay of 3-4 pages, using references from THREE of the text essays, studied in this unit from chapter 2 of Reading Culture by Diana George and John Trimbur.  Provide in-text citations and a Works Cited page in MLA format.

1. In his essay “Goths in Tomorrowland,” Thomas Hine suggests that some groupings of youth culture represent a threat to adult society.  Consider what Hine thinks is the source of this fear.  Why would adults be so worried about young people?  From your own experience, what exactly is at stake in the fears and anxieties of the older generation?

2. How does Thomas de Zengotita answer the question he raises in his essay, “The Gunfire Dialogues: Notes in Reality and Virtuality,”about “how 

violence in the media influences behavior”? (76) Take into account  Jon Katz’s essay, “ . . . Kids Tell About Rage,” and what de Zengotita calls the “healthier kids, who never act out,” as well as those who commit violent acts.  Do you agree or disagree with the evidence he offers to explain his view?

Goal:   You must incorporate material from  THREE of the essays studied in class to support your ideas.  The purpose of this assignment is to encourage you to think about issues raised in your reading, to integrate your own experiences with your reading, and to develop ideas about such issues.

Check your syllabus for more details on this essay, and use the same drafting guidelines in essay 1 topics.

September 30:   Review of returned essay 1. Review of the homework on similarities

           and differences between any two of the reading texts.

           Brainstorming and group activities for generating points for essay 2

           Homework: Blackboard Discussion Board postings of the title, thesis and 

           introduction of essay 2 topics, and continuation of the first draft hardcopy.

October 3:  Peer review of first draft into mid-process draft with class checklist.

           Homework:  Revising and reprinting the mid-process draft into a final copy.

October 7:  Essay 2 Final Copy Due in Class.   Selection of Reading Texts for Unit 3

           from Chapters 3 & 4 “Schooling” & “Images.”

