ENWR – 105-18 & 30 College Writing 1: Intellectual Prose
Dr. Oguine

Essay 1 Topics

Choose ONE of the following topics and write a well-developed and focused essay of 3-4 pages, using references from any TWO of the text essays, studied in this unit from chapter 1 of Reading Culture by Diana George and John Timbur.  Provide in-text citations and a Works Cited page in MLA format.
1. In your writing journals, you have identified a couple of definitions and examples of culture that influence and affect you.  Write an essay discussing how these cultural artifacts or institutions do or do not affect the way you dress, speak, think and so on.
2. Much of the discussion about daytime talk TV in your writing journal is
           about the culture and moral values that they seem to convey.  Write an essay 
           addressing this issue of values.  How are those values conveyed?  Do they
           seem very different from your own world and your own experience?  Or you

           might instead question those who are concerned about the values presented 

           on talk TV.  Is talk TV supposed to convey values?  What is its purpose? (38)

Goal:  You will consider an issue or issues based on your reading as well as on your own experiences.  You must incorporate material from  two of the essays studied in class to support your ideas.  The purpose of this assignment is to encourage you to think about issues raised in your reading, to integrate your own experiences with your reading, and to develop ideas about such issues.

Check your syllabus for more details on this essay.
Drafting Guidelines
1. Give your essay a suitable title that reflects its contents.

2. Start your introduction with a definition of the key word or words in your title.  Include the authors’ full names and texts you intend to use as references.  From your title, develop a thesis statement which will serve as a controlling idea or a basis for discussion in your paragraphs.  Preferably, let it be a part of the concluding sentence of your introduction.

3. Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence and develop it with clear explanations that expand the meaning of your thesis, using only details 
      which emphasize your points.  End each paragraph with a strong 
      concluding sentence that reinforces the topic of the paragraph.

4. Use transitional expressions to connect your sentences and paragraphs logically.
5. Use quotations to illustrate points already made in your own words, and 
      cite the author’s last name and page number in parentheses, immediately
      following the quoted material.

6. Provide a Works Cited page in MLA format with entries in alphabetical order.

