Dr. Oguine

Fall 2003

ENGL 1201-ZCD, ZFE and ZGE

Analytical Essay II Topics

Choose ONE of the following topics and write an analytical essay of 2-3 pages on it, using the class discussions on the essays studied in this unit.  Following MLA guidelines, provide relevant references from any TWO of the following: Martin Luther King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” Stephen L. Carter’s “The Rules about the Rules,” Carol Gilligan’s “Concepts of Self and Morality” and Joan Didion’s “On Morality.”  Use in-text citations and provide a Works Cited page.

1. “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere . . . Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly” (King 143).  Do you agree or disagree?  Support your argument with one example from your own experience and two examples from An American Story by Debra Dickerson.

     2.   “The moral person is one who helps others; goodness in service, meeting one’s 

           obligations and responsibilities to others, if possible without sacrificing 

           oneself” (Gilligan 170).  Do you agree or disagree?  Construct your own 

           argument based on one of your personal experiences  and two  of Debra 

           Dickerson’s experiences in her book, An American Story. 

Goal:  You will closely analyze two or three texts that are related to the topic of your choice.  Consider what is said (the argument being made/the thesis), evaluate the ideas, and develop your own argument into a coherent logical essay.  The purpose of this assignment is to, further, develop your reading and analytical skills and construct an argument based on your reading.

Developmental Strategy:  Process Analysis (Sequencing)

Pre-writing Strategies and Drafting Schedule:
Monday October 13: Group work on reading and discussion of the text essays in 

            this unit with relevant connections to incidents in Dickerson’s book.

Homework:  BB Discussion Board posting of the title, thesis and introduction.
Wednesday October 15: Review of BB postings and further connections and 

             examples from An American Story, checking logical arguments.

Homework: Complete the first draft of Analytical Essay II. Check transitions.

Monday October 20:  Peer-review of the first draft with class checklist & Handbook.
Homework: Revise the first draft into a mid-process draft, checking MLA citations.

Wednesday October 22: Review of mid-process draft on subject-verb agreement.

Monday October 27: Class critique of some essays on the screen.

Homework: Revise the mid-process draft into a final copy.

Wednesday October 29: Analytical Essay II due in class.  Progress Report.

Homework: Double-entry journal on major points in two Persuasive Essay texts,

              relating  your responses to An American Story by Debra Dickerson.

