Dr. Oguine

Fall 2002

HSS 101-005 & 019

Essay 1 Topics

Choose ONE of the following topics and write an essay of 4-5 pages on it, using references from class texts and films.  Provide in-text citations and a Works Cited page in MLA format.

1. Write a persuasive essay in defense of Victor Frankenstein, especially in relation to recent developments in medical sciences, and the on-going research on tissue technology in MIT.

2. Explore the similarities and differences between Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “The Birthmark” and modern plastic surgery controversy.

3. Discuss the validity of Charles Darwin’s scientific methods in his essay, 

“The Voyage of the Beagle,” in relation to Aylmer’s experiment on 
Georgiana’s birthmark.

Check your syllabus for more details on this essay.
Drafting Guidelines
1. Give your essay a suitable title that reflects its contents.

2. Start your introduction with a definition of the key word or words in your title.  Include the authors’ full names and texts you intend to use as references.  From your title, develop a thesis statement which will serve as a controlling idea or a basis for discussion in your paragraphs.  Preferably, let it be a part of the concluding sentence of your introduction.

3. Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence and develop it with clear explanations that expand the meaning of your thesis, using only details 
      which emphasize your points.  End each paragraph with a strong 
      concluding sentence that reinforces the topic of the paragraph.

4. Use quotations to illustrate points already made in your own words, and 
      cite the author’s last name and page number in parentheses, immediately
      following the quoted material.

5. Provide a Works Cited page in MLA format with entries in alphabetical order.

