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Analytical Essay 1 Topics

Choose ONE of the following topics and write an analytical essay of 2-3 pages on it, using the class discussions on the essays and film studied in this unit.  Following MLA guidelines, provide in-text citations and a Works Cited page.  
1. Erasmus: “Painting is much more eloquent than speech, and often penetrates more deeply into one’s heart” (qtd. in Stephens 473).  Discuss TWO types of painting that strongly support this assertion by Erasmus.
      2.  “He believes that by acquainting themselves with great books our students 

            will acquire a moral and intellectual foundation that will give meaning and

            texture to their lives” (Postman 526).  Analyze TWO types of written texts 

           which can justify this quotation by Neil Postman.
3. “One picture, we are told, is worth a thousand words” (Postman 515).  Analyze TWO types of pictures that are “worth more than a thousand words.”
Goal: You will examine two types of visual and written texts, classify them according to your choice of one of the above essay topics.  Develop your argument in which your ideas about them are supported by material in the essay you have read, and the actions in the class film.  The purpose of this assignment is to further develop your analytical skills by considering different types of texts in conjunction with one another.
Developmental Strategy:  Division and Classification
Check your syllabus for more details on this assignment and use the same drafting guidelines given in the Exploratory Essay.
