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English 1201-ZHC & ZLE Syllabus

Dr. Priscilla Oguine
Fall 2006
Class Meetings: 1201-ZHC – TTH: 11:30-12:45PM – RM JH 212


    1201-ZLE – TTH: 10:00-11:15AM – RM MH 17
Office: NH 214
Office Hours: TTH – 8:45-9:45AM 
Open Communication: 24 hours a day, 7 days a week through e-mail: oguinepr@shu.edu.  You can also check my web site: http://pirate.shu.edu/~oguinepr, Blackboard  Announcements and Discussion Board. 

Course Description: College English I (ENGL 1201) is a first-year course which develops the processes of expository and persuasive prose. ENGL 1201 is a three-credit course, the first of two required first-year English courses. It focuses primarily on essays as models for the rhetorical patterns that students will use 

in developing their own expository and argumentative essays.  Activities include: reading, writing, discussing, researching, presenting, testing, and thinking critically. The course is designed to enhance learning in these areas, particularly reading, analyzing, and writing essays in an organized, objective manner, incorporating the principles of writing for academic purposes in MLA style.  

Course Goals: The purpose of this course is to provide a context in which the student will, among other achievements:

· Explore and consider the process of writing, including prewriting and rewriting, which stresses the importance of gathering, organizing, clarifying, shaping, drafting, and revising material as necessary

skills for producing good academic papers;

· Develop a mastery of one’s own writing process, particularly the ability to construct arguments, reconsider, and revise writing in order to become better prepared for subsequent college level and  professional writing;

· Produce a portfolio of consciously-structured, edited, and typed writing which promotes and displays   

            continuous development of writing competency.

Required Texts: 

The following are texts for the course:

Hacker, Diana. The Bedford Handbook: 7th Edition. Boston: Bedford/St. 
           

            Martin’s, 2006.
Muller, Gilbert H. The McGraw-Hill Reader: Issues Across the Disciplines, 9th 
 

            Edition. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2006.
Required Online:

Collins, Billy.  Sound file and printed version on poetry selected for 2006 incoming Seton Hall University students.

Course Requirements:

1.    Four complete drafts and four final papers, to be submitted with all phases of the writing process:

       prewriting, outline summary, and drafts (Everything should be stapled separately).

2.    The “drafts” for this course are actually completed papers that could be submitted for a grade if
       need be. They must follow all the formatting and length requirements of the final papers.

3.    Written responses for each reading assignment:  These will follow a specific format which will be

        reviewed in class either on BB Discussion Board, or Digital Drop Box, or class presentation.
4.    Attendance at a scheduled library orientation (TBA)

5.    Conferences when papers are returned

6.    Active participation in all facets of the course:  This means that each student is expected to:

· come to class with The McGraw-Hill Reader and Handbook, a notebook, and a blue or a black pen for writing.
· thoroughly read all assignments in order to engage in informed discussion of reading

assignments.
· be prepared to submit any assigned homework.

· energetically participate in class discussions and peer critiquing sessions, and take notes

when appropriate.

7.    Participation in peer criticism as both a writer and a reviewer is absolutely mandatory.  
       Students will be reading several drafts each week.  Drafts and peer criticism will be graded.

8.    There will be a minimum of TWO VISITS to The Writing Center without any scheduling.   

       Students will receive credit based on the tutoring record completed at each session, a copy of which

       is sent to the instructor.  Failure to attend sessions will result in a grade deduction.

9.    In-class activities and homework should be graded and taken seriously.
10.  Typed summary responses to reading assignments must be due in class on the day of the discussion 

 or presentation and may not be made up unless absences are officially excused. 
11.Students must read E-mail and check the announcement page on a daily basis.  Many assignments, extra
       information about the course,

       changes to the syllabus, and so on, will be distributed that way.

Policies: Excused absences are only those documented and excused by either the Athletic Department or the Dean for Community Development, Dawn Williams.  Doctor’s notes and so forth are not proof of an excused absence.  If you have a significant medical or family problem that you suspect will occasion more than four absences, speak with your mentor and/or someone in Dean Williams’ office (x9076) to obtain assistance and excuses for these classes.  I do not have the authority to excuse you.  Only these two offices have that power.  Not attending peer review days (see below), even if you send a hard copy of your paper in your absence, means not completing part of the paper assignment. In short, attendance on these days carries a double impact on your grade.

Lateness will be acknowledged and factored into this part of your final grade.  I will take lateness as a sign that you are not committed to this course or to the community that this class comprises.  If you are late on the day a paper, either in rough or final draft, is due, your paper will be counted as late, as well. Your work should be printed out the night before it is due.

Cellphones must be turned off prior to the start of class.  Each time your phone goes off in class will negatively affect your Attendance and Participation grade.  

Attendance with Participation is also crucial to course success.  FOUR unexcused absences may result in failure.  Participation means contributing to discussion, whether on the electronic discussion boards, in class, or in small groups during class.  The essence of participation is preparedness and courage.  Do the work due on the date and offer us your ideas, and you will go far in your evolution as a critical reader, writer, and thinker.  Not to participate is to miss a substantial aspect of this course, to forgo a significant opportunity to improve your skills at the same time that your classmates are seizing that opportunity.  You are not alone in having questions, opposing viewpoints, observations, or objections raised by the reading and by discussion.

Safe Space: Our classroom is a safe space, which means that everyone is obliged to listen and respond respectfully to everyone in the class.  You do not have to agree with everything you hear, but we are all expected to direct disagreement as well as agreement to the ideas and not the person addressing them.  That applies to comments written on papers as well as spoken in class.

Blackboard:  We will be using our blackboard site extensively throughout the semester.  Course syllabus, all course assignments, sample essays, and sample power point presentations will be listed under Assignments.  We will be using the Discussion Boards for discussions both in and out of class; and presentation in electronic discussion counts towards your Attendance with Participation grade.  There are also links to the web site for Hacker, to the writers in residence series, and to other sites that will be helpful or informative in completing the work for this course.  Try to use them to improve your writing.   A large amount of important information about 1201 is available through the 1201 Website.  Check it out for guidelines about the course, grading criteria, and useful links.  This website is a wonderful place to start gleaning ideas and materials for 1201.   If you are using this syllabus on-line, please click on this link http://artsci.shu.edu/english/1201
The Writing Center:
The Writing Center is located in Arts and Science Hall on the second floor.  All students in 1201 are required to attend TWO tutoring sessions in the Writing Center before the Research Paper is due; specific deadlines appear on the schedule in this syllabus.  Students may see the tutors more often than this minimum.  To meet with a tutor, you must go to the Center or call to make an appointment.  Tutors provide feedback with prewriting, drafting, writing, and revising.  They are not there to proofread your paper, although they will help with mechanics.  It is your responsibility to proofread your paper, make and attend these appointments, and to bring an assignment to work on.


SHU OWL, the on-line writing lab at http://academic.shu.edu/owl/, is available but only with special permission from me.  It should not be a substitute for a required session.  You must always attend the Writing Center in person to get credit.

Writing Assignments

Since this is a composition class, you will be writing every day, in and out of class.  The semester is divided into segments according to the kind of writing that we will be doing.  Each segment offers a particular set of concepts and skills, but each segment also builds on the previous segment.  As a result, the skills you should demonstrate in the research paper, for example, include all those that we have discussed and practiced in the semester on all assignments.  Writing assignments will also emphasize sound principles of English. To this end, students will be taught how to use the steps of the writing process—prewriting, outlining, drafting, and revision-- to develop their ideas. To prepare students for college-level writing, they are required to use their reading as the basis for their writing assignments in ENGL 1201. Paper topics should be directly related to the essays students have read for class in The McGraw-Hill Reader.
All written assignments, including journals, are to be composed on the computer using 12-pt. font, justified on the left using standard margins (at top, bottom, and left and right sides), and double-spaced.  Your name, my name, the course number, the type of paper, and the date that it is due should appear double-spaced in the upper left-hand corner of the first page.  Models appear in Hacker (674-677).  All assignments must have a title of your own creation based on the operative words in each essay question, MLA pagination with your last name and the page number at the top of the right-hand corner of each page.   I will not accept any multiple-page assignment that is not stapled.  Mechanical errors weaken the effectiveness of your argument and therefore lower your grade, so proofread carefully.  I will not accept electronic forms of your written work unless it is a BB Discussion Board, or a Digital Drop Box assignment.  Hard copy only, so I can write enough comments to enable you improve on your rewrites.
Late Assignments, Missed Tests, and Presentations:  Late assignments will be penalized by one grade.  A late paper can therefore drop from a B to a C.  Papers that are not handed in because of an excused absence (see Attendance with Participation) may be handed in at the start of the next calendar day without penalty.  There are no make-up quizzes, although the in-class paper may be rescheduled provided the absence is excused.  If you are going to be absent, excused or otherwise, you can still get credit for the work due by sending it through a classmate to the class for which it is due.

Double or Triple-entry Journal:  You will be asked to keep a journal in which you record academic responses to the readings.  Check individual assignment dates for specific journal entry requirements.  All journal entries have the same purpose: to generate thinking about the issue at hand, to prepare you to discuss the material and your ideas about it, and to provide you with foundation material for writing papers.   It should always follow the guidelines for written work outlined above.  I strongly recommend a paragraph of the summary of the major issues in the text followed by another paragraph of your response to those issues for double-entry journal.  Often, journal entries are the places where your first ideas about the issues emerge, and they can provide excellent starting material for writing more extended arguments.  In such cases, I recommend triple-entry journal - a summary of major issues, the author’s main arguments on the issues, and your own side of the argument.

These journals are not meant for exploring your emotions.  Your journal is not a diary, but an intellectual exercise.  It should identify the question you are answering, offer your own conclusions, and provide the reasoning that has got you to those conclusions.  Well-documented specific quotations and examples from the text strengthen the credibility of your ideas.  Sometimes answers are not simple.  If you see more than one valid side to an issue, identify them and explain why they all seem valid.  If there is no clear satisfying answer, explain why not.  Use these assignments as a place to explore your critical responses to other peoples’ ideas.

Quizzes: Both announced and unannounced quizzes and Exercises such as grammar work in Bedford Handbook will count as in-class assignment grades.
Mid-term -- In-Class Essay
Because students receive tutoring and other outside assistance, it is sometimes difficult to determine exactly how much progress they are making. Thus, each instructor is required to administer an in-class writing assignment at the mid-term in order to get a first-hand sample of students' writing. This can also be used as a follow-up diagnostic to assess continuing needs and problem areas. The in-class essay should be scheduled into the syllabus from the outset.

Final Exam:  There is a final exam for this course, to be administered at the time and date assigned to this course.  More information about the exam will be provided closer to the date.  It will be cumulative, incorporating everything we have done over the semester.  Your best method of preparation is to do a self-evaluation of what you have learned from this course over the whole semester.  .

.
Plagiarism and other forms of cheating will not be tolerated.  The “English Department’s Policy on

Cheating and Plagiarism” will be distributed the first day of class, reviewed with the syllabus, and posted on   Blackboard.  It will be strictly enforced.
 Papers receiving a grade of C+ or below may be revised according to the following procedure:

· A conference with the instructor to discuss the paper after it has been returned.

· Submission of the revision by the date established at the conference.

· The revised paper will receive a higher grade if there is a substantial improvement.
· Late papers forfeit the revision option.

The Laptop: Each student is responsible for backing up work on the computer to a disk and for having papers

      printed out on time.  If a student’s laptop is lost, stolen, or damaged, the student is still responsible

      for submitting work on time.  This is not a problem if work is saved elsewhere.

Grading: 

Your final grade will be calculated as follows:

Four final papers and Four complete drafts: 50%

Remaining segments of papers (prewriting, outline), misc. homework: 5%, and Writing Center 5%
Presentations:  10%

Attendance, participation (this includes participation in all-class writing activities, especially peer

     Criticism as both writer and reviewer):    20%

Final exam:    10%

Grading Scale: For more details, see my “Paper Grading Rubrics” attachment:
A
4.00 - Excellent
A-   
3.67 - Very Good
B+  
3.33 - Very Good
B    
3.00 - Good
B-   
2.67 - Fairly Good
C+  
2.33 - Fairly Good
C  
2.00 - Fair
C-  
1.67 

D+
1.33

D 
1.00

F   
0.00 

Class Schedule

The following is a schedule of the material to be covered in this course.  Please complete reading assignments before the next class meeting.  The essay topics will be posted on the Blackboard Assignment page.  Most of the reading texts will be chosen by students to enhance their interests in both extensive and intensive reading.
.

 T  Sept. 5:     Billy Collins Diagnostic Essay/ Introduction: syllabus, plagiarism policy and Blackboard Program Homework: Study “Critical Thinking, Reading and Writing” – Chapter 1, The McGraw-Hill Reader. Write four techniques you like in this chapter that can help you do critical thinking.
 TH  Sept. 7: Discussion of the diagnostic essays and the homework; “The Writing Process,” “Grammar
                     Basics” – Part 1, The Bedford Handbook; Homework: Read Arthur E. Levine’s ”Sure Changes 

                     for Colleges in the Future” (280). Relate it to a poem of your choice on a similar topic from “Billy 

                     Collins Live.”  Prepare your points for individual participation in class discussion.
T Sept. 12:  Exploratory Essay – Discussion of the homework reading texts - Compare and contrast the two

 
          homework texts on ONE major point of similarity and ONE major difference, and practice  
                      prewriting in double-entry journal in class in preparation for the Exploratory Essay / Homework: 
                     Complete the double-entry journal in preparation for class presentation on Thursday, Sept. 14.
TH Sept. 14:  Presentation of homework journal, relating it to the topic of the Exploratory Essay

         Discussions on readings / In-class practice - Drafting of thesis statement and the introduction on 
                     BB Discussion Board – to be completed and peer-reviewed as homework by answering these
                     questions: Does the title reflect the major issues in the assignment? Does the thesis address the 

                     issues and provide a plan for developing them in the paragraphs? Does the introduction contain, in 

                     addition to the student’s views, each writer’s name, the title of the reading text and his or her side 

                     of the argument? Review the posting just above yours, and the first student to post will review the

                     posting next to his or her own.  The drafting with peer-review is due 6:00PM Saturday, Sept. 16.
T Sept. 19: Teaching incorporation of quotations, in-text citations and Works Cited in MLA format – 

                     Refer to relevant sections in The Bedford Handbook.  BB Discussion Board review /
                     Complete the draft of the Exploratory Essay.  Submit it in Digital Drop Box.
TH Sept. 21:  Group discussion on the returned Exploratory Essay draft, checking punctuation, transitional 
                      expressions, connections between the thesis and the topic sentences in paragraph development and 

          conclusion, and connections of texts and poems.  Revise and rewrite your draft into a final copy.
T Sept. 26:   Quiz on BH: Coordination, Subordination and Sentence Variety 

                     Homework: Read at least TWO texts you can recommend to the class for Analytical Essay 1  

                     (Visual text) from chapter 9 “Media and Popular Culture: What is the Message?” Print out your
                      triple-entry journal - summary of each text,  the author’s main argument, and your reasons for    

                     choosing them for your presentation on Thursday Sept. 28.
Goal:  You will consider an issue based on your reading as well as on your own experiences.

You must incorporate material from at least one of the unit essays to support your ideas.  The purpose

of this assignment is to encourage you to think about an issue, to integrate your own experiences

with your reading, and to develop an idea about that issue.

Paper:  2-3 pages (500-750 words)

Rhetorical concept/Developmental strategy:  Process Analysis (Sequencing) 

Stylistic concept:  Purpose and Audience

Research concepts:  Incorporation of quotations; in-text citations and Works Cited (MLA)

You should have attended one Writing Center session..

TH Sept. 28:  Final copy of the Exploratory Essay is due in class with the prewriting drafts attached. 
                     Critical/Analytical Essay I (Visual Text) “Media and the Popular Culture: What is the 

                     Message?” - Chapter 9.  Class presentation of assigned homework readings / After
                     the presentations, students should select the best FOUR as the reading texts for this unit’s 
                     essay.  BH:  Complete section on Standard English Verb Forms.

T Oct. 3:     Discussion of topic and prewriting, thesis and introduction on BB Discussion Board/ Complete
                   peer-review by answering the same questions used in Exploratory Essay format as homework due  

                   6:00PM, Saturday, Oct. 7 / Study BH:  Pronouns and Antecedents

TH Oct. 5:  As soon as you get the feedback from BB Discussion Board, complete the draft of Analytical 
                   Essay I, checking pronouns and antecedents with reference to The  Bedford Handbook as part of 
                   reviewing process for group work on the drafts in class.  Homework: Revise the draft and post   

                   it on the digital drop box
T Oct. 10:  Group discussion on my comments on drafts returned on digital drop box, and conferencing/
                   Homework: Read two texts of your choice for Analytical Essay II from chapter 6, select two poems
                   from “Billy Collins Live” for triple-entry journal presentation – summary of the texts, connections     

                   with the poems, and why you have chosen them.
Goal:  You will examine a visual text, interpret its meaning, and develop an argument in which your

ideas about the image are supported by material in the essays you have read.  The purpose of this

assignment is to further develop your analytical skills by considering different types of texts in

conjunction with one another.

Paper:  2-3 pp (500-750 words)

Rhetorical concept/Developmental strategy:  Division and Classification (34-36)
Stylistic concept:  Biased Language

Research concept:  Note Taking; further practice in all previous techniques

TH Oct. 12:  Final copy of Analytical Essay 1 is due in class with the prewriting drafts attached after 

                     individual editing for clear sentences and word choice.

                    Analytical Essay II (Written Text) “Government, Politics, and Social Justice: How Do We
                    Decide What is Fair?” Chapter 7.
                    Journal presentation and evaluation with the following questions: Does 

                    the journal address ONE OR MORE major arguments in the reading texts? Are the student’s

                    connections of texts and poems and evaluation of the argument logical and meaningful? What is
                    your suggestion or personal view on the argument? Homework:  Begin to draft the essay.
 T Oct. 17:  Continue drafting in class/ Group work on MLA in-text citations and Works Cited entries, using the      
       drafts for practice.  Group work on tense shifts and pronoun referencing with The Handbook – 240-

                   290 should be followed by an in-class quiz.  Homework: Revise your grammar and essay format

                   for a mid-term in-class essay.
TH Oct. 19:  Mid-term Essay is to be written with pen on paper in class - Topic: Analytical Essay II.
T Oct. 24:   Class critique of volunteer students’ returned MID-TERM analytical Essay II on screen. 

                    Homework:  Prepare your own questions on how to explore library resources for your research.   
TH  Oct. 26: Library Lecture

                        Quiz on Library Lecture   
T Oct. 31:    Progress Report / Meta Writing.  Elements of Arguments / Homework: Triple-entry journal on
                     two Persuasive Essay reading texts of your choice in ”Science and Technology: What Can Science 
                    Teach Us?” Chapter 14.
Goal:  You will closely analyze a text, consider the relationship between what is said (the argument

being made/the thesis) and how it is said (rhetorical strategy, tone and stance, audience, language), 

evaluate the ideas, and develop an argument about the relationship of content to form based on this
judgement.  The purpose of this assignment is to further develop your reading and analytical skills and to construct an argument based on your observations.

Paper:  2-3 pp (500-750 words)

Rhetorical concept/Developmental strategy:  Definition (33-34)
Stylistic concept:  Logic, Metaphor, Analogy

Research concept:  Paraphrasing and summarizing; further practice in all previous techniques

You should have attended another Writing Center session.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

TH  Nov. 2:
Persuasive Essay “Science and Technology: What Can Science Teach Us?” Chapter 14
                        Presentation of homework journals in class / In-class practice on incorporating online sources


into drafts of persuasive essay.  Homework: Complete the drafting of Persuasive Essay.

T Nov. 7:       Peer review of Persuasive Essay draft, checking wordy sentences with The Bedford Handbook

          Homework: Study “Reading and Writing Effective Arguments” Chapter 2.
 Continue discussion 

                      on “Reading and Writing Effective Arguments” Chapter 2.  Give examples from your draft.
TH  Nov. 9: Discussion on selected poems from “Billy Collins Live” that relate to the topic of Chapter 11. 
                     Homework: Read four texts for Research Essay from “Philosophy, Ethics, and Religion:

                     What Do We Believe?” Chapter 11 and prepare the summary of each text for class debate.

T  Nov. 14: Class debate on controversial issues raised in homework texts.  Support your points with 

        references and quotations from library and online sources and from the poems.
Goal:  You will write a paper taking a position on an issue, with the focus on developing a persuasive

argument.  You must use two of the text essays to support your position.  The purpose of this assignment

is to develop your ability to construct a convincing argument and use textual material in support of that

argument.

Rhetorical concept/Developmental strategy:  Causal Analysis (31-33)
Stylistic concept:  Tone and Stance

Research concept:  Analyzing and evaluating web sites; further practice in all previous techniques

_ TH  Nov. 16:  Research Essay “Philosophy, Ethics, and Religion: What Do We Believe?” Chapter 11
                           Practice drafting the research essay title, thesis and introduction in class, using the experiences 

                           from the library lecture as guidelines, and following MLA format.  Continue it as homework,
                      Practice the strategies in “A Guide to Research and Documentation” chapter 12, and incorporate
                     online references to the research draft.
T Nov. 21:  Choose either your persuasive essay draft or your research draft and develop it into your 

       research project.  Use the Thanksgiving Recess to broaden the scope of your research, and
                   conduct interviews.
November  Wednesday 22 - 25 Saturday - Thanksgiving Recess (No Classes)   
T  Nov. 28:
Draft of Research Paper due in class for peer review
                        Final Review of MLA documentation

TH  Nov. 30:  Class Presentation of students’ choice texts from their reading texts and poems to encourage 
                       extensive reading.  Rewrites of past essays for higher grades due in class (optional).
T Dec. 5:      *Final Version of Research Paper due in class
                        Final Examination Revision
TH  Dec. 7:   Portfolio Review  
T  Dec. 12:   Exit Conferences
Goal:  You will develop a researched argument paper, going beyond the text essays and finding, 

at least, two outside sources of different types to support your position.  You will be required to

acknowledge and evaluate differing opinions in your essay.  The purpose of this assignment is to

prepare you for the type of research writing you will be expected to do in your classes, using

outside sources and the full range of research techniques.

Paper:  3-5 pp (750-1250 words)

Rhetorical concept/Developmental strategy:  Comparison and Contrast (30-31)
Stylistic concept:  Logical Fallacies

Research concept:  Research techniques; further practice in all previous techniques.
Final Exam: ENGL 1201-ZHC: December 20 – 8:45AM -10:25AM
                      ENGL 1201-ZLE: December 14 – 10:45AM-12:25PM

.

