LIT 330-001 WORLD LITERATURE I                       

COURSE CONTENT

Fall 2002

Instructor: Dr. Oguine

Class Meetings: R - 06:00-09:00PM - RM FAC 207

Office: Cullimore 332 -  Phone # 973 596-6302

Office Hours: T & R - 08:00-09:00AM and F – 08:00-09:30AM by appointment

Course Objectives:

This course offers students meaningful connections and materials for comparative and contrasting analyses of different genres of literature – Fiction, Drama and Poetry - from North America, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Australia and Oceania.  It will also help students develop greater appreciation of cultural, thematic, historical and aesthetic representations from these areas, thus stimulating their critical thinking and analytical skills.  Finally, students will learn accurate documentation of outside sources (words and ideas not their own) in MLA style, and create written products in standard English usage and mechanics.

Required Texts:

A course package, containing selections from Mixed Blessings by Danielle Steel, Literature by Robert DiYanni, One World of Literature by Shirley Geok-lin Lim and Norman A. Spencer, and Short Fiction Classic and Contemporary by Charles Bohner 

and Dean Dougherty, is available at Affordable Copies Office, 49 Halsey St., Newark.

Hairston, Maxine et al. The Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers.  6th ed.  New York:

        Longman, 2002.

Tarkington, Booth.  The Magnificent Ambersons.  New York: Doubleday, 1918.

Course Requirements:

The required texts are available at Affordable Copies Office and NJIT Book-

store and should be purchased immediately for class reading assignments,

summaries and discussions.  Students should aim at 100% attendance and punctuality in class, and must read, before each class, the scheduled readings in the syllabus.  In addition, there will be handouts and films to be used as references in writing, discussions and presentations; one group presentation, demonstrating collaborative efforts, and many group activities.  Students are also required to produce two referenced papers 5-7 pages, typed and double-spaced, and a final examination essay.  Papers will be submitted in class on due dates.  Late papers and missed class tests will be marked one grade down, so regular attendance is very essential.                        

Final Grade Percentages:

Attendance/Class participation / Individual Report 20% / Two Papers 20% /  Presentations 20% / Homework / Campus Pipeline Message Board 20% / Final Examination Essay 20%.
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SYLLABUS

Weeks I & II: Sept. 5 & 12

                Introduction of syllabus and textbooks.  "What Is Literature?" 

                "Interpreting Literature" / Elements of Fiction: Course Packet Part Four – 

                “Glossary” / Literature from North America (The United States) – Chapters

                1-10 of Danielle Steel’s Mixed Blessings / Group Work - Compare and Contrast

                Corresponding Movie Version of the Chapters / Beauty of the Language.

Weeks III, IV & V: Sept. 19, 26 & Oct. 3

               Literature from the US – Chapters 11-23 of Mixed Blessings / Campus Pipeline

               Responses on this Symbolic Title and the Theme of Modern Medical Sciences 

               Versus Nature – the Triumphs and the Failures / Booth Tarkington’s Pulitzer 
               Prize Winner, The Magnificent Ambersons. Report on Assigned Reading /Movie
Weeks VI, VII & VIII: Oct. 10, 17 & 24

              Literature from the US – Comparison of Narrative Techniques of the two novels 
              Representations of American Culture, and Different Types of Feminists’  

              Perspectives in Mixed Blessings – the Radical, the Moderate and the Religious

              Feminists / Literature from Latin America and the Caribbean – Drama – The

             Cuban Swimmer -  by Milcha Sanchez-Scott / Elements of Drama / Discuss

             Historical, Dramatic and Psychological Perspectives in this Competition. 

             Essay 1 due in class on Oct. 24.

Weeks IX, X: Oct 31 & Nov. 7 

              Focus on the Blending of theatrical skills and Realism in this Drama, proving

             that Literature Imitates Life in Society as in Supporting Movie – Selena / Class 

             Discussion on Pipeline Responses / Literature from Australia and Oceania – 

             Poetry – ”Bruce Dawe’s “Migrants,” Les A. Murray’s “The Dream of Wearing

             Shorts Forever” (Australia) / Elements of Poetry as illustrated in these Poems.
Weeks XI, XII & XIII: Nov. 14, 21 & Tuesday, Nov. 26 (Follow Thursday Classes)
 Literature from Oceania - Allen Curnow’s ‘The Skeleton of the Great Moa in the

             Canterbury Museum, Christchurch” (New Zealand) / Poems from North America

             - Irving Layton’s “Berry Picking” and Anne Hebert’s “The Thin Girl” (Canada) /

             Wallace Stevens’ “Of Modern Poetry,” Adrienne Rich’s “Diving into the Wreck”

             (United States) / Elements of Poetry / Pipeline Discussions on Poetic Diction and

             Stylistics / Group  or Individual Presentation in class November 26.
Weeks XIV & XV: Dec. 5 Essay 2 due in class / Revision for Final Examination 

            Dec. 11 – Last Day of Classes / December 12 – Final Examination.            
