College English I‑ ZRC and ZGC

SYLLABUS 2

Fall 2001

Instructor: Dr. Priscilla Oguine

Class Meetings: MW ‑ 11:30‑12:45PM (ZRC) & 01:00 ‑ 02:15PM (ZGC)

Office: Fahy 373

Office Hours: MW ‑ 08:00‑08:30AM / 10:00‑11:OOAM

Course Objectives:

This course is designed to provide students the opportunity to develop critical thinking, reading and writing skills necessary in acquiring university education and in real life interactions. It strongly emphasizes logical development of ideas based on effective theses, presenting persuasive arguments with accurate MLA documentation of references and other strategies for writing expository and research essays. This course will also encourage students to use their imagination and creativity to write essays in their own voices, thereby making essay‑writing an enjoyable and exciting activity. Every student's contribution is very vital in creating a conductive atmosphere and facilitating the learning process, so self‑discipline and respect for others will be highly rewarded in class participation.

Required Texts:

Hacker, Diana. The Bedford Handbook, 5th ed. Boston: St. Martin's, 1998.

Lunsford, Andrea A., and John J. Ruszkiewicz, eds. The Presence of Others, 3rd ed. Boston: St. Martin's,    

         2000.

Entrance Requirements:

Students who have received a passing score on Seton Hall University College Placement Test or have successfully completed ENGL 0 110, 0 140, or 0 150 are eligible for ENGL 1201. Students who have not passed these basic skills courses must repeat the class.  No student should be enrolled in an English class without department placement.

Course Requirements:

The textbooks are available at Seton Hall University Bookstore and should be purchased immediately to be used in class meetings for references to the reading assignments and in‑class summaries and tests. In addition, there will be handouts and films which they are expected to use as references in their writing, discussions and class presentations. Students are required to submit at least ten pieces of writing during the semester, mainly five drafts and five final papers, demonstrating sound grammar, mechanics and vocabulary. Students should aim at 100% attendance and punctuality in class, and must read before each class the scheduled reading in the syllabus. Papers must be submitted in class on the due dates. Late papers will be marked down by one grade and missed tests will not be repeated, so regular attendance is mandatory. Students with more than 6 unexcused absences will have failed to complete a substantial number of assignments and tutorials and will, therefore, be unable to pass College English I.

Grading: Final papers: 50% / Drafts: 10% / Class / Writing Center attendance and tests: 20% / Journal review Oct.22 & Dec. 3: 10% / Final examination: 10%.

Fall 2001

Instructor: Dr. Priscilla Oguine

Week I:
Sept. 10 & 12

Introduction; validation essay; syllabus review

Week II:
Sept. 17 & 19


The Presence of Others : Chapter I "Reading and Thinking Critically"


Chapter II "From Reading to Writing." Practice the techniques studied in the


two chapters, including prewriting, drafting, and revising strategies with "A


Whole Lot of Cheatin' Going On" by Mark Clayton 185.

Weeks III & IV: Sept. 24 & 26 / Oct 1 & 3 

Requirements for Exploratory Essay: "Identities: The One in Many : The Many in One" ‑ "Ain’t I a Woman?" 348 / "Call It Blindness" / "How It Feels to Be Colored Me" 384 

Paper: 2‑3 pages long (500‑750) / An additional students’ choice essay in every unit.

Rhetorical concept / Developmental strategy: Process Analysis (Sequencing) 

Developing a strong and effective thesis to serve as a controlling idea in the essay / Film: Runaway by Terry Kay

Stylistic concept: Purpose and audience 

Research concepts: Incorporation of quotations; in‑text citations and Works Cited (MLA format) / Grammar concept: "Punctuation"...Handbook 425 In‑class drafting of essay I Sept 26 / Group work on the returned drafts Oct. 1/ Library lecture Oct. 3 / Essay I final copy due in the Library 3.

Weeks V & VI: Oct. 8 & 10 / 15 & 17 

Requirements for Critical / Analytical Essay 1: "Education:The Idea of a University" ‑ "The Idea of a University" 46 / "Learning in the Key of Life" 58 / "How to Get a College Education" 126 / Group debate on the main arguments. Paper: 2‑3 pages long (500‑750 words)

Rhetorical concept / Developmental strategy: Definition 

Stylistic concept: Logic, metaphor and analogy Research concept: Paraphrasing and summarizing; further practice in all previous techniques/ Grammar concept: "Grammatical Sentences" 283. Individual conferencing on returned essay I in Fahy 372 ‑ October 8‑10 during the office hours /Essay II peer editing Oct. 15/ Essay II final copy due in class Oct. 17.

Weeks VII & VIII: Oct. 22 & 24 / 29 & 31 

Requirements for Critical / Analytical Essay II: "Images: Mirror on the Wall" ‑ "Crimes ... Humanity" 497 / "By Means of the Visible": A Picture's Worth! 473 / "Review of... the Mouse" 575 / Film: Within These Walls / Paper: 3-4 pages long (750‑900 words) / Rhetorical concept / Developmental strategy: Division and Classification / Stylistic concept: Bias in language Research concept: Note taking; further practice in all previous techniques. Grammar concepts: ... Handbook "Word Choice" 247; Clear Sentences 181 / Essay III in‑class group drafting Oct. 24 / Laptop editing 29 / Essay III final copy due in class Oct. 31.
Weeks IX, X & XI: Nov. 5 & 7 / 12 & 14 / 19 (21‑24 Thanksgiving Recess)


Requirements for Persuasive Essay: "Science and Technology: 0 Brave


New World" ‑ "Frankenstein" 231 / "Enemies of Promise" 237 / "The Com​
puter Delusion" 255 / "Cars and Their Enemies" 303 / Film: Frankenstein / Paper: 4‑5 pages‑900‑1250 wds. 
Rhetorical concept: Cause and Effect / Stylistic concept: Tone and stance... Handbook "Critical Thinking" 137 / Research concept: Analyzing and eva​luating web sites; further practice in all previous techniques / Class debates in groups based on central arguments raised in the read​ing texts Nov. 12 / Group work on essay IV Nov. 14 / Final copy of essay IV due Nov. 19. 

Weeks XII, XIII & XIV: Nov. 26 & 28 / Dec. 3 & 5 / 10 & 12 

Requirements for Research Essay: "Moralities: Most Sacred Values" - "The Rules about Rules" 157 / "Do Kids Need Religion?" 191 / "The Future of Modesty" 214 / "Concepts of Self and Morality" 169 

Paper: 4‑5 pages (900‑1250 wds.) Rhetorical concept / Developmental strategy: Comparison and Contrast / Stylistic concept: Logical fallacies / Research concept: Application of all research techniques studied in this course / Grammar concept: "Mechanics" / Film: Christianity Second Millennium / Peer editing and group work on research essay drafts Nov. 28 /Class presentation of summary of research essay Dec. 5 / Final copy of research essay due in class Dec 10 / Revision for final examination Dec. 12.

Week XV: Dec. 15‑ 21 ‑ Final Examination. 

