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                           The Importance of a University Education: A Better Life on the Horizon

A university education is the key to a career, not just a job; it is a higher education that stimulates the brain to handle new challenges, and  the intelligence to view the bigger picture of life.  After high school, college follows for a majority of students, and some of them drop out and some of them continue with the purpose to improve their future. So, students who attend college are seeking the knowledge it takes to live a better life. Two authors who discuss their views on education in their essays are Jon Spayde, “Learning in the Key of Life” and John Henry Newman, “The Idea of University.” Both essays discuss the importance of a higher education, but each author has a different definition.

In the essay, “Learning in the Key of Life,” Jon Spayde relates education from a university to the real world, and defines education as a connection between reality and ideas (62). Spayde’s main point in the essay is that a quality education is obtained through living life. According to Spayde, “There is no divide in American life that hurts more than the one between those we consider well educated and those who are poorly or inadequately schooled”(60). He denies that emphasis should be placed on technology-based education, since education comes from experiencing not typing or programming. Spayde merely views university education as a stepping stool to a more open-minded and wise state of mind, thus proceeding to a better life. The opportunities associated with a university degree are endless, and students have the privilege to pick the careers that bring the most happiness into their lives. John Henry Newman also sees the importance of a university education, but he has a different perspective.

Newman, as a priest, sees the knowledge available from a university education united as the acts of the Creator (46). Newman wishes to expand the variety of courses available to students, and adds that, “…though they can not pursue every subject that is open to them, they will be the gainers by living among those and under those who represent the whole circle” (47). Newman denies that a university will automatically instill education into every person who walks through the door, and create a brilliant mind. That is why he describes education as “…training of the intellect, which is best for the individual himself, best enables him to discharge his duties to society” (48).  He believes the soul purpose of education is to enlighten and improve the intellect for the end result of a better life. With all the courses available to students that prepare them for  prestigious careers, a moral learned is evidently going to be an asset in life. Therefore, a  degree obtained from a university is a key to the path of success, and success brings happiness and a better understanding of ethical values of the society.

There is no doubt that a university education is important as stated by both Spayde and Newman. Education paves the path of success, and not just based on the size of a paycheck, but success in understanding and thinking in an intellectual moral manner. Humans are no longer in a primitive state where they walk around naked and attempt to articulate words to communicate,  because they have conquered ancient civilizations through education . Students are seeking ethical values  and skills, two important assets   that will prepare them for life.  A university education opens the windows of such an opportunity, as well as enriching the mind, and helping individuals assimilate the values of society with ease.   Therefore, students with  university education will be better equipped with the characteristics, that will help them get along more easily with other people, and make their contributions to the society. 
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