Common Errors in Diagnostic Essays


The following errors occur in such a high frequency that it is necessary to discuss 

and correct them before students start writing their formal essays:

1. Wrong agreement of subject and pronoun: TV shows allow one to expand their mind as a child. A child should be able have good conversation and express themselves.  Correction: TV shows allow one to expand his or her mind as a child. OR TV shows allow people to expand their minds as children. / A child should be able to have a good conversation and express himself or herself. OR 
Children should be able to have good conversations and express themselves.
2. Shifts in pronouns and punctuation: With computers one does not learn how to converse with others or develop ways of speaking out for yourself.  Correction: With computers, one does not learn how to converse with others, or develop ways of speaking out for oneself.
3. Wrong words: Technology is some ways can have a bad affect on a educated mind.  Correction: Technology, in some ways, can have a bad effect on an educated mind.
4. Wrong agreement of subject and verb and spelling: The priorities of education becomes minimal. / Computers has become a worldwide phenomonom: Correction: The priorities of education become minimal. / Computers have become a worldwide phenomenon.
5. Misuse of the Apostrophe: Computer and it’s software / The problems we face in daily basis’ / Stoll state’s . . . Correction: Computer and its software / The problems we face on a daily basis / Stoll states . . .
6. Using contractions in academic essays: I don’t think youngsters learn from other materials that do not include tv shows, cartoons, internet web sites etc. / You won’t think you can learn from teachers. Correction: I do not think youngsters learn from other materials that do not include television shows, cartoons, internet web sites and so on. / You will not think you can learn from teachers.
7. Not using capital letters: . . . some academics such as english and history for research. Correction: . . . some academic courses such as English and history.
8. Not using the apostrophe: Computers have switched a childs priorities from “real objects” to playing with “virtual objects.” Correction: Computers have switched a child’s priorities from “real objects” to “virtual objects.” 
9. Not using words and hyphen and wrong spelling: A 14 year old student could never disect a real human body.  Correction: A fourteen-year-old student could never dissect a real human body.
10. Wrong position of a comma and misuse of the word “like”: Instead of “limiting the development of children’s imaginations”, like Todd Oppenheimer says computers might, they encourage creativity. Correction: Instead of “limiting the development of children’s imaginations,” as Todd Oppenheimer says computers might, they encourage creativity.
11. Shifts in tenses and an incorrect contraction: Thats why we need to go back to the old ways of teaching where students respected and fear their teachers.  Correction: That is why we need to go back to the old ways of teaching, where students respected and feared their teachers. 
