Western Civilization II

Spring 2007
Professor Knight

Response Paper on Candide
Due Date: January 25, 2007
Assignment:

Voltaire's novel Candide is one of the most famous examples of a type of literature known as satire.  Satire uses humor and irony to criticize commonly held ideas and practices and to suggest better ways of thinking and behaving.  Therefore satire must have a target, and it must have some kind of message.  Your task in writing about Candide is to identify Voltaire's target and his message.  What are the ideas and attitudes against which Voltaire was directing his irony?  Why does Voltaire find these ideas objectionable?  What does he suggest might be a better approach?

Your essay should be brief(about 1000 words (approximately 4 pages double spaced).  I will grant extensions only in the case of a documented emergency, otherwise I expect the papers in on time.  Late papers will receive a lower grade.   This is not a research paper(I do not expect you to rely on any sources other than the text of Candide.  If any outside sources (i.e. cliffnotes, internet sources, etc.) influence your thinking in any way you must acknowledge this in writing.  The use of other people(s words and ideas without proper citation will be deemed plagiarism and will result in a failing grade.

Writing tips:

There are many ways this assignment can be approached.  Don(t feel that you need to cover every conceivable angle.  Rather, focus your discussion around a particular theme which you will develop in a systematic matter throughout the body of your paper.  Use your introductory paragraph to state this theme as clearly and directly as possible.  Try to be very conscious of the flow of ideas.  Avoid non-sequiturs--sudden jumps between unrelated ideas.  When shifting to a new topic start a new paragraph.  Every paragraph should begin with a topic sentence which states the main idea to be developed.  Be very careful not to get bogged down in summarizing the plot.  Bring in plot details only when they illustrate points that you have already defined.  Use your conclusion to summarize your main ideas.

I will be available during my office hours (Wednesdays, 4:00-6:00) and by appointment to discuss any questions or problems that might arise.

