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In questions of right or wrong there is nothing really
strong in the whole world, nothing decisive and
operative, but the voice of him, to whom have been
committed the keys of the kingdom and the oversight
of Christ’s flock. The voice of Peter is now, as it
ever has been, a real authority, infallible when it
teaches . . . . Before its speaks, the most saintly may
mistake, and after it has spoken, the most gifted must
obey . . . . All who take part with Peter are on the
winning side.

“Cathedra sempiterna” (1853)


