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Course Syllabus

Course Overview:

Successful managers must be able to forge relationship among partners while effectively managing complex financial and budgetary issues.  This course introduces students to the fiscal pressures and budgetary constraints facing leaders in our society and provides them with the tools and knowledge necessary to manage these issues in an era of increasingly scarce resources.  An overview of the budget process and the policy implications of this process is included as well. 
Required Readings:

Mikesell, John L. 2002 Fiscal Administration (6th edition) Belmont, CA Thomson Wadsworth Publishing 

Grading:

1) Class preparation 




   
10%
2) Group Exercises 





30%

3) Midterm Exam  





20%
4) Final Exam 






40%
Class Schedule:

9/5: 

Lecture: Class Introduction and Overview



Exercise: National Budget Simulation (NBS) Exercise One

9/12:   

Lecture: 
Chapter 1: Fundamental Principles of Public Finance


Exercise:
Discussion of NBS One
9/19:

Lecture 
Chapter 2: 
The Logic of the Budget Process




Chapter 3: 
Budget Structures and Institutions 



Exercise:
NBS Exercise Two
9/26:    
Lecture:
Chapter 4: 
Budget Methods and Practices 

Chapter 5: 
Budget Classifications and Reform


Exercise:
Discussion of NBS Two
10/3:

Guest Lecture 
10/10:  
Lecture: 
Chapter 6: Capital Budgeting, Public Infrastructure 


Exercise:  
Midterm Exam Review
10/17:

Midterm Exam 

10/24:

Lecture: 
Chapter 7: Taxation & Chapter 8: Income Taxes


Exercise:
Government Prospectus Project (GPP) Exercise One

10/31:

Lecture: 
Chapter 9: Taxes on Goods and Services

 



Chapter 10 Property Taxes


Exercise:
Discussion of GPP Exercise One
11/7:  

Lecture:
Chapter 11: 
User Fees 
Exercises:
GPP Exercise Two & Introduction to Budget Presentation (BP) Exercise One
11/14:
Lecture: 
Chapter 12:
Collecting Taxes 

Chapter 13:
Revenue Forecasts, Revenue Estimation


Exercise:
Discussion of BP Exercise One
11/21:  
Lecture:
Chapter 14: Intergovernmental relations


Exercise:
TBD
11/28:

Lecture:
Chapter 15: Debt Administration


Exercise:
TBD
12/5:
Lecture:
Chapter 16: Managing Funds: Cash Management and Retirement Funds

Exercise:
TBD

12/13
Final Exam
Class Policies
Academic Integrity:  

As stated in the Academic Policies and Procedures Section of the Graduate Catalogue:

All University programs require high standards of academic integrity.  All forms of dishonesty whether by act or omission, including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism and knowingly furnishing false information to the University are prohibited and may elicit University sanctions of suspension or expulsion.

More specifically for this class:

In most cases, academic dishonesty of any type on any assignment will result in a failing grade for the entire course.  Evidence of academic dishonesty will also be reported to the department and University for possible further sanctions.  This is the standard penalty in this class.

In extremely rare cases, the instructor has the discretion to devise an alternative penalty for the academic dishonesty.  For example, allowing a student to continue in the course but receive a failing grade on the individual assignment.  This leniency, however, will be given rarely and only under extraordinary circumstances. 

Drop or withdrawal from course:

Students should consult the current Registration Handbook for information regarding the policies, procedures, and deadlines concerning dropping or withdrawing from courses.  Students should contact the Center’s Director of Student Recruitment and Student Support Services (973) 761-9510 to complete necessary paperwork.

Late assignments:

Assignments are due on the dates given.  You can and should always turn an assignment in late but your grade will suffer.  If you know that you will be late and have a good excuse, the sooner you let me know about it the more understanding I will be. 
Tutorial Services

Computer Training Center:  The Computer Training Center provides free training in various software packages such as Microsoft Word, Excel, Power Point and Access, as well as Internet and other technology related training programs.  The center is located in the lower level of Alfeiri Hall.  For further information call 973-275-2164.

Library Research:  The Walsh Library conducts library orientations for students.  To register for an orientation contact the reference desk at 973-761-9437.

Writing Center: The SHU Writing Center is available to support students who need assistance with their writing.  It is recommended that graduate students contact the Center for an appointment rather than simply walk-in so that an appropriate tutor can be selected.  The Center can be reached at 973-761-9000 ex-7501.  The University also has an On-line Writing Lab (OWL).  OWL can be reached at http://academic.shu.edu/owl. 

General Information

Inclement Weather/ Emergency Closing:  In the event that the University cancels classes due to inclement weather or an emergency situation, an announcement will be made on the SHU main number (973) 761-9000 and will be posted on the SHU web site www.shu.edu.  In addition, the following radio stations will announce Seton Hall University closings: WMTR (1250 AM), WBUD (1260 AM), WDHA (105.5 FM), WKXW (101.5 FM) WOR (701 AM) and WSOU (89.5 FM). 

Library Access

Students must have a Seton Hall University I.D. card to utilize the services of the Walsh Library.  

THE FACULTY MEMBER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MODIFY THIS SYLLABUS. 
