Fall 2004

Syllabus for MATH 1203

Official Course Description: Applications of statistics in the social sciences. Analysis and interpretation of statistical models. Sampling techniques, common flaws and errors in sampling and in using statistics. Descriptive statistics, levels of measurement, measures of central tendency and dispersion. Contingency tables and measures of association for categorical variables. Correlation and linear regression. Probability and frequency distributions. Parametric and non-parametric inferential statistics. Confidence intervals and hypothesis testing. 3 credits.

This course is for students majoring in sociology, political science, social work, social and behavioral sciences, criminal justice, diplomacy, or anthropology. However, it is open to anyone interested in an introductory statistics course. This course satisfies part C of the “core curriculum” of the School of Arts and Sciences.

General Information: This Fall semester course meets every Tuesday, and Thursday throughout the semester. It is very important not to fall behind – please ask questions immediately. 
You are expected to attend every class. Should you miss a class, it is your responsibility to arrange for your homework to be turned in, if necessary, and to find out the homework for the next class. You may, of course, send me email for information, or check the web page for this class. My contact information is:
Bert Wachsmuth

Office: AS 202 C

Email: wachsmut@shu.edu
Phone: 973-761-9466 (but email is preferred)

To succeed in this course there are a few technical requirements that you must meet:

1. You must have SPSS installed on your computer as will use that program extensively throughout the course. We will also use Microsoft Word. See the SHU Help Desk if you have problems starting SPSS and/or Word.
2. You need the text book, which is Social Statistics by J. Richard Kendrick, JR.
3. You should be able to access the Internet and view the homepage for this course at http://pirate.shu.edu/~wachsmut/Teaching/MATH1203 as you will find important information and data sets posted there periodically. 

Grading: There will be several quizzes throughout the course, as well as 3 exams and one final exam. In addition, there will be several homework problems using SPSS and/or Word, and probably one more extensive writing project. 
You are expected to complete all assignments, quizzes, and exams on your own unless otherwise instructed. Cheating will have serious consequences, ranging from an F for the course to expulsion from the University. 
Your final grade will computed as follows:

3 Exams:
300 points

Final:
100 points


Quizes:
100 points


SPSS/Word:
100 points
