Spring 2002
Syllabus for Math 1014
Course and Textbook

The course is Intermediate Algeba (MATH 1014). We will be using the text Intermediate Algebra (6th Edition) by M. Bittinger and D. Ellenbogen. We will cover almost the entire book except chapters 10 and 11.
Grading Procedure

There will be three exams and one cumulative departmental final exam. Each exam will carry 100 points while the final will be worth 200 points (you must obtain a minimal score of 0% in the departmental final in order to pass the course). In addition, there will be homework assignments each session which are due the following session. Homework is not collected, but there will be a short quiz (almost) every session comprised of two to four homework-like problems. All quizzes together will amount to 100 points total. In addition, there will be several assigned problems using the computer algebra system Maple. All Maple assignments will be collected and amount to 100 points total. Your final grade is then computed as the average of these 700 points.
Please note: Regardless of your performance in this class, you must get 60% or more in the departmental final exam to pass this class.

Make-Ups, Attendance, and Plagiarism
There are no make-ups for quizzes or Maple assignments. However, the worst two quiz scores will be dropped from the final grade computation. The worst Maple assignment score will also be dropped automatically. Make-up exams are given only in exceptional circumstances.

You are expected to attend every class. Should you miss a class, it is your responsibility to arrange for your homework to be turned in, and to find out the homework for the next class. You may, of course, send me email for information, or check the web page for this class. If you are unable to attend class because of a medial condition, exceptions to the above rules can only be made if you provide a doctor's excuse.

You are expected to complete all Maple assignments, quizzes, and exams on your own. Cheating will have serious consequences, ranging from an F for the course to expulsion from the University.

Office Hours and Tutorials

My office hours are Mon. and Wed. from 1:00pm - 2:00pm in room AS231. My email address is wachsmut@shu.edu. The homepage for this class is http://pirate.shu.edu/~wachsmut (click on Math 1014). You can schedule an appointment with me virtually any time if the office hours are not convenient for you. 
There will be review classes before each exam, and additional review sessions before the final, if necessary. Free tutors for this class are available (schedule is posted in the AS hallway). Should you have any problems with the material in this class, please talk to me immediately during or after class.

Comments

This class is intended to be a preparatory class for other mathematics classes. The most important advice for this (as for most other mathematics classes) is to make sure to ask for help and additional explanation as soon as you have a problem with new material.
