Boot Loader for RedHat Linux 9.0
RedHat Linux is one of the most powerful operating systems in the world today. Unlike Microsoft Windows, Linux's open-source code allows computer programmers all over the world to edit the operating system code. One of the aspects of the installation of RedHat's installation is the choice of a boot loader. I will go over what the master boot record is, what a boot loader is, and the difference between the GRUB loader and the LILO loader.

The Master Boot Record (MBR) is the information in the first sector of any hard disk or diskette that identifies how and where an operating system is located so that it can he boot (loaded) into the computer's main storage or random access memory. The Master Boot Record is also sometimes called the "partition sector" or the "master partition table" because it includes a table that locates each partition that the hard disk has been formatted into. In addition to this table, the MBR also includes a program that reads the boot sector record of the partition containing the operating system to be booted into RAM. In turn, that record contains a program that loads the rest of the operating system into RAM.

In order to boot the system without a boot diskette, you usually need to install a boot loader. A boot loader is the first software program that runs when a computer starts. It is responsible for loading and transferring control to the operating system kernel software. The kernel, in turn, initializes the rest of the operating system. RedHat provides to versions of a boot loader, although there are many that can be purchased commercially.

The GRUB (GRand Unified Bootloader), which is installed by default, is a very powerful boot loader. GRUB can load a variety of free operating systems, as well as

proprietary operating systems with chain-loading (the mechanism for loading unsupported operating systems, such as DOS or Windows, by loading another boot loader). The LILO (LInux LOader) is a versatile boot loader for Linux. It does not depend on a specific file system, can boot Linux kernel images from floppy diskettes and hard disks, and can even boot other operating systems.

It is our recommendation that the GRUB boot loader is chosen when the install options are displayed.

